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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DlYretailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.roller-shutter-doors.uk.com 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


The end is nigh for KoS, 
as we’re set to bow out 


ALL good things they say, never last. 

And so it was with some consider¬ 
able sadness we learned on Friday 
that this newspaper will cease 
publication at the end of the month. 

We, like so many other traditional 
newspapers, have struggled to plug 
the advertising holes created by the 
explosion of online platforms which 
have dealt such a severe blow to the 
industry. 

As ever, it is the young talent 
whose careers are disrupted by such 
a move which is the real tragedy and 
I’d like to pay a very special thanks to 
KoS’ small but perfectly formed 
team who have worked 
tirelessly, often against the 
odds, to create a newspaper I 
take enormous pride in. 

In addition, I’d like to 
extend a special word of 
thanks to everyone who has 
worked on the title over the 
years - it has always been 
a great team effort. 

But the decline of 
another newspa¬ 
per is one which 


should be seen in a broader context. 

A large number of newspapers 
have been closed in recent years in 
this county and communities they 
served are worse off as a result. We 
did - and until the end of this month 
will continue to - always stand up for 
our readers and try and present the 
diverse views of Kent’s constituent 
parts to a broad audience and in a 
balanced style. 

And every time a title closes, be it 
KoS or one from the portfolio of the 
other Kent publishers, it is a blow to 
us all. 

It’s easy to dismiss local 
journalism, easy to lump us in 
with some of the more 
scurrilous tabloid reporters of 
years gone by, but it is not only 
important but, as we hope 
you’ll agree with our demise, 
you will miss it when it’s gone. 
But we’ve still got two weeks 
to go so we’ll be sure to 
make the most of it. 
After all, serving 
you is our 
mission. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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We are pleased to announce that not only are we installers of Conservatories, Windows, Doors, 


COUNTY 

w_s_ 

(Krtrf) t(d 

0800 1979 389 


Cladding and Shop Fronts... 

We are now your approved 
WARM ROOF INSTALLER! 

Contact us today for a no obligation quotation 

County Windows Kent LTD @CountyWindowsKent 

info@countywindowskent.co.uk ■■ 


FENSA 
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County Hall feels the 
heat over pension funds 



CONTROVERSIAL: Fossil fuel investments have been slammed by environmental groups 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A DECISION to invest £267m of Kent 
County Council workers’ pensions in 
“morally bankrupt” fossil fuels has 
been slammed by an MEP. 

The figure - according to 
research from green campaign 
groups 350.org, Platform, Energy 
Democracy Project, and Friends of 
the Earth - represents around 
three per cent of KCC’s total 
pension pot investments. 

The money is that from local 
authority workers who pay into its 
pension fund and which, in turn, 
are invested in various industries 
with a view to generating a return. 

However, campaigners are 
concerned at the investment in 
coal, oil and gas companies which 
they say is fuelling dangerous 
climate change. 

Green MEP for the south east 
Keith Taylor said: “It’s shocking to 
see such huge sums of Kent 
taxpayers’ money pumped into 
climate destructive, financially 
risky and, frankly, morally 
bankrupt industries. 

“At a time when the renewable 
energy industry is one of the fastest 


growing in the world it makes no 
sense for Kent County Council to 
still be investing in fossil fuels. 

“The county is already benefit- 
ting from renewable energy 
projects that would no doubt 
welcome more investment.” 

However, KCC’s cabinet member 
for finance, John Simmonds, 
defended County Hall’s decision. 

He said: “We continue to meet 
our responsibility of ensuring that 
investments are legal and ethical, 


while also providing the best level 
of return possible to avoid any 
pension shortfall needing to be 
made up by Kent’s council 
taxpayers. 

“The council’s pension fund is 
managed independently from the 
council itself by external investment 
managers who are given the 
responsibility of getting the best return 
for organisations and individuals - in¬ 
cluding the pension holders and their 
families - whom KCC represents. 


“Beyond our environmental, 
social and governance policy, 
pensions are overseen by the 
superannuation fund committee 
consisting of county councillors, 
representatives of other Kent 
councils, trade unions, employees 
and pensioners. Fossil fuel company 
shares have been among the best 
investment by way of return but they 
also represents a small proportion of 
the overall investments - three per 
cent - made by KCC’s pension fund.” 


Hand in your guns and 
ammo as police unveil 
weapons amnesty 


Kent on Sunday to close for 
good at end of the month 


A COUNTYWIDE amnesty on 
firearms and ammunition is 
launched by Kent Police on Monday. 

From November 13 to 26, unwant¬ 
ed or illegally held guns can be passed 
to police with those surrending the 
firearms not facing prosecution. They 
can also remain anonymous. 

A spokesman for the police 
explained: “Many firearms are held 
innocently with owners unaware of 
their illegality, or are overlooked 
heirlooms forgotten in people’s homes. 

“Others are acquired and distrib¬ 
uted by criminal networks to threaten 
or harm their local communities. 

“This surrender is an opportunity to 
dispose of unwanted, unlicensed 
weapons in a safe place and avoid the 
risk of them falling into the wrong 
hands.” 

More than 100 guns were handed 
in to Kent Police during last year’s 
firearms surrender. 

Detective chief superintendent Rob 
Fordham said: “This firearms 
surrender is part of a larger Kent 


Police operation, known as Opera¬ 
tion Raptor, to tackle, disrupt and 
prevent violent crime and the 
possession of offensive weapons 
across the county. 

“During these two weeks we 
encourage the public to hand in as 
many unwanted or unlicensed 
firearms as possible. 

“If you know where a weapon is 
being kept illegally, now is your 
chance to give it up or tell us 
anonymously where it is. You will 
not be prosecuted, you could prevent 
it falling into the wrong hands, and 
you could save a life.” 

Firearms and ammunition can be 
handed in at the front counter of the 
following police stations: Folkestone, 
Dover, Margate, Ashford, Canterbury, 
Sittingbourne, Tonbridge, Tunbridge 
Wells, Maidstone and Swanley. 

Individuals wishing to dispose of 
an unwanted firearm or ammuni¬ 
tion who cannot attend the above 
stations should call 101 and 
collection will be arranged. 


WITH a heavy heart we must 
confirm that Kent on Sunday will 
cease trading after 15 years at the 
end of the month, 

The newspaper, which was 
pioneering in its free distribution 
model and won a host of national 
and regional awards, will publish 
its final edition on November 26. 

The announcement was made 
on Friday by our parent company, 


THE Duke of Kent attended the 
official opening of the Big Cat 
Sanctuary’s new Jaguar Lodge on 
Thursday. 

Prince Edward received a 
guided tour and insight into the 
work carried out at the Smarden 
sanctuary, which is a conserva¬ 
tion organisation for wild cats. 

It also offers sanctuary to 
retired and homeless cats and 


Archant. 

Chief executive of Archant, Jeff 
Henry said: ‘ ‘I would like to thank 
the committed members of staff 
who have worked tirelessly to 
make Kent on Sunday one of the 
most revered regional newspapers 
in the country.” 

There will be some redundan¬ 
cies. A special farewell edition will 
be prepared for our final issue. 


recently launched an education 
programme within schools, as 
well as being recognised as the 
Kent Animal Charity of the year. 

The facility’s ethos to give the 
animals a fulfilled quality of life 
in captivity - stimulating them 
both mentally and physically. 

Managing director Giles Clark 
said: “The future holds exciting 
times for us.” 


Royal visitor officially opens 
facility at Big Cat Sanctuary 
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War memorial with 1.7m names in the planning 


A CONSULTATION has been launched on plans for a 
Commonweath War Memorial on the Western Heights 
in Dover - bearing the name of all 1.7 million Common¬ 
wealth soldiers, sailors and airmen who lost their lives 
during the two world wars. 

If it gets the go ahead, their names will be inscribed 
on 12 white granite walls, each one facing the sea and 


the sun. 

Dover District Council is facilitating the early 
development of the project, which is likely to be 
delivered and managed by an independent charitable 
trust. The public can view the proposals online at 
www.dover.gov.uk/consultation. There will also be 
details revealed at two public events later this month. 


Landlord Wilson told he 
must change rules after 
‘curry smell’ tenant ban 


By Flora Thompson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


CONTROVERSIAL property tycoon 
Fergus Wilson, who banned Indian 
and Pakistani tenants because he 
claimed they left his homes smelling 
of curry has been ordered to drop the 
“abhorrent” policy. 

Mr Wilson, who is regarded as 
Britain’s biggest buy-to-let investor - 
he owns hundreds of properties in 
Kent - was handed the judgment by 
Judge Richard Polden in Maidstone 
County Court on Wednesday. 

The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) sought an in¬ 
junction against him after he direct¬ 
ed a lettings agency not to rent his 
homes to “coloured” tenants be¬ 
cause of curry smells left at the end 
of the lease. 

The EHRC said it asked the court 
to decide whether his lettings policy 
contained “unlawful criteria” and if 
so, to issue an injunction to prevent 
a breach of equality laws. 

Chief executive Rebecca Hilsen- 




WRONG: Fergus Wilson 

rath said: “We welcome this outlaw¬ 
ing by the court of Mr Wilson’s dis¬ 
criminatory letting policy. 

“Denial of a home on the grounds 
of race or colour is abhorrent conduct 
we do not accept in today’s society. 


“There are still deep inequalities 
in our country, as our race report 
earlier this year demonstrated, and 
sadly some of the causes of those in¬ 
equalities were illustrated by Mr 
Wilson’s comments over the sum¬ 
mer. This takes us one step closer to 
a more equal Britain.” 

Speaking outside court after the 
judgment, Mr Wilson maintained 
there was a “problem” with people 
“cooking curries” in their homes. 

He said: “It gets into the carpets, it 
gets into the walls. 

“You’ll find that most landlords 
think the same. I’m here because I 
said it.” 

He denied being racist, adding: “I 
have far more coloured people, black 
people I mean, in Ashford as tenants 
than the average, so therefore I say I 
can’t be racist, otherwise I wouldn’t 
have any.” 

Since the revelations, Mr Wilson, 
who lives in Boughton Monchelsea, 
has suggested a specialist insurance 
company should be set up to deal 
with cases where tenants leave 
homes smelling of curry. 



Giant turbines 
could be set 
for wind farm 

SWEDISH energy firm Vattenfall is 
seeking views on plans for 34 wind 
turbines, up to 250 metres tall, for its 
proposed Thanet Extension Offshore 
Wind Farm - even though turbines that 
tall are not yet commercially available. 

But it says technological development 
is such they should be ready for use in 
the early 2020s. 

Early next week, over 70,000 residents in 
Thanet and Sandwich will receive a 
newsletter about Vattenfall’s proposals. This 
is ahead of a statutory consultation which 
considers the potential impacts of the project 
during construction and operation. In 
addition, Vattenfall, which runs its Kent 
offshore wind farm operations out of 
Ramsgate, where 70 people work, will run 
15 public events in the area through 
December and early January. 

Helen Jameson, Vattenfall’s project 
manager for the Thanet Extension, said: 
“We hope it will be operational by the end 
of 2021,11 years after the existing wind 
farm started to operate. The rapid growth 
in wind turbine productivity and the 
incredible rate of innovation means we 
could produce more than the current 
wind farm whilst deploying only a third 
the number of turbines. This approach 
will continue the industry’s strong record 
in significant cost reduction by offering 
cheap, clean, green electricity.” 


Free health checks 
launched in Medway 

FREE health checks for people in Medway aged 
between 40 and 74 will be on offer in Chatham, 
starting this week. 

NHS Health Check is a 30 minute one-to-one 
consultation to help identify the early signs of any 
potential problems, and how they can live 
healthier lives. 

Staff will ask simple questions about lifestyle and 
family history and check weight, blood pressure 
and cholesterol. They will then receive instant 
results and personalised advice to address any 
health problems as well as tips on how to improve 
their diet and advice on how to stop smoking. 

The service will take place at the Smokefree 
Advice Clinic in Chatham. 

David Brake, Medway Council’s portfolio holder 
in charge of public health, said: “It is fantastic that 
we are able to offer these checks to residents 
aged 40 to 74.1 will be having my own health 
check and I would encourage residents to book 
theirs in advance.” 


Have you taken part 
in Great War project? 

AN online survey inviting people to record then- 
experiences of being involved in events and projects 
staged in Kent to commemorate the centenary of the 
First World War goes live this weekend. 

University of Kent historian Dr Emma Hanna is part 
of a team of academics from across the UK aiming to 
capture both the range of projects and the legacies of 
these for the individuals, groups and institutions 
taking part. 

Dr Hanna, of the university’s school of history, is 
inviting anyone who has taken part in an event or 
project to commemorate the centenary to complete 
the online survey. 

The university has been hosting the Gateways to 
the First World War centre to mark the centenary of 
the Great War and which has co-ordinated more than 
100 events and projects in the county since 2014. 

The First World War started in 1914 and ended in 
1918. To take part in the survey see: http://reflec- 
tionsl418.exeter.ac.uk, 

See pages 19-21 for more Great War coverage. 


Hospital fight heads 
to Westminster 

CAMPAIGNERS will deliver documents to the health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt later this month, outlining fears 
over the future of the Kent & Canterbury Hospital. 

The trust running the hospital controversially 
announced earlier this year that some 35 people who 
normally attend by ambulance every day with 
conditions such as heart attacks, strokes and 
pneumonia, would instead be diverted to the William 
Harvey in Ashford and the QEQM in Margate. 

The changes, which health chiefs insist are only 
temporary, but have been in place since June, are the 
result of the trust struggling to recruit enough 
permanent consultants, though some vacancies have 
been filled in recent weeks. 

Long-term, the trust wants to ‘ ‘reorganise’ ’ its 
services at the three hospitals and is set to bring 
proposals forward for public consultation in the 
spring. 

The Concern for Health in East Kent (CHEK) group 
has arranged coaches to bring protesters from the 
city to Westminster for the visit on November 21. 
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Killer attacked friend, 75, 
with hammer after argument 



SENTENCED : Victim Harry Messenger, left, and his killer, Anthony Goodwin 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A NEIGHBOUR who killed his 75-year-old 
friend with a hammer during a fight at a 
home in Faversham has been jailed for life. 

Anthony Goodwin, 62, of Crispin Close, 
hit Harry Messenger in the head multiple 
times in the early hours of afternoon of Fri¬ 
day, May 19. 

He claimed it was an act of self-defence, 
and said he was attacked while drinking at 
Mr Messenger’s home, also in Crispin Close. 

Goodwin then went to his own house and 
washed his clothes before returning to Mr 
Messenger’s address, ringing the doorbell 
and calling his mobile phone. 

It was not until the afternoon that he con¬ 
tacted Kent Police when no one answered. 

Officers attended and found Mr Messen¬ 
ger’s body in the living room of his home 
with substantial injuries to his head and in¬ 
juries to his chest. 

A hammer was found next to his body and 
enquiries found Mr Messenger’s injuries 
were consistent with being hit multiple 
times with the weapon. 

During the 999 call made by Goodwin, he 
said: “I think I might have hurt him [Mr 
Messenger] because we had a fight.” 

He also said he took the hammer off the 


75-year-old and struck him on the head. 

Goodwin, who had suffered minor facial 
injuries during the altercation, was arrested 
at his home on suspicion of murder. 

He was found to have sent a text to a friend 
admitting he had murdered someone and 
asked to speak to his brother urgently. 

He was found guilty of murder at Maid¬ 
stone Crown Court on Tuesday and was sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment the following day. 

He will serve a minimum of 13 years be¬ 
fore being considered for parole. 


Investigating officer detective chief in¬ 
spector Ivan Beasley said: “This was a sus¬ 
tained and brutal attack. 

“The multiple wounds found on the vic¬ 
tim including the fatal wound to his head 
proved Goodwin intended to kill Harry 
Messenger. 

“The severity of this attack, the text mes¬ 
sage he sent from his phone soon after and 
then the time he took to report this matter 
to the police voided any claim he was act¬ 
ing in self-defence.” 


Tributes paid to 
brave Kelly Turner 

THE parents of Dover cancer sufferer Kelly 
Turner, 17, have paid tribute to their daughter 
after she passed away in the early hours of 
Monday morning. 

Fundraising efforts had seen £600,000ofa£lm 
target raised for treament in the US. 

Her parents Martin and Linda described her as 
“our best little friend, soulmate, bright, intelligent 
and beautiful Kelly”. 


Councillors confirm 
they're stepping down 

TWO Medway Labour councillors have con¬ 
firmed they are standing down at the next 
election. 

Glyn Griffiths and Dorte Gilry have represent¬ 
ed the Twydall area together since 2000. 

They will continue to serve until the council 
next goes to the electorate in 2019. 


Grammar opening 

THE controversial Sevenoaks grammar school 
has been officially opened by a host of dignitaries 
- among them former defence minister Sir 
Michael Fallon. 

The girls’ school, an annexe of the Weald of 
Kent Grammar in Tonbridge, welcomed its first 
students in September. The VIPs planted a tree at 
the £16m site. 
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Why not come and choose a lovely fresh 
British Christmas tree direct from the grower! 

We sell the best selection of trees as well as 
a wide choice of stands, lights, decorations, 
homeware, gifts, wreaths and much more. 


£5 OFF a tree with this advert 
OR 

10% off a tree + stand + lights 
FREE kids tree with every tree purchased 

SEE SANTA’S GROTTO OPEN 9-5, WEEKENDS 
FROM 18/11 & SELECTED WEDNESDAYS 3-7PM, 

SEE WEBSITE FOR INFO 

SHOP OPENS DAILY FROM SAT 11TH NOVEMBER 
9am-5pm & UNTIL 7PM 29/11,6/12, 

13/12 & 20/12 

CHOOSE & CUT YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE, 

WEEKENDS ONLY 


Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, 
Maidstone, Kent ME17 3NU 
T: 01622 843780/842096 M: 07802269019 
www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 
info@kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME MOST CC ACCEPTED 



Find over... 



...gardening services 

in London on localsearch24 


local seantfi 24,co,uk 

>*mi batted local directory 



Kick off the festive season with a spot of Christmas 
shopping! We are teaming up with Keep it Local 
again to bring you a two-day Christmas Market with 
a variety of locally hand-made gifts and treats. 

The Tea Room will be open from loam selling 
homemade soup, cakes and festive delights. £ 2 .OOpp 
including garden entry, children under 16 free! 


Belmont House,Throwley, Faversham, Kent ME13 oHH 
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Remarkable life of pilot who 
crashed in Bermuda Triangle 



A THANKSGIVING service took 
place this week for a former naval 
pilot who experienced a complete 
engine failure while flying over the 
Bermuda Triangle - and was forced 
to bail out over shark infested seas 
but lived to tell the tale. 

Keith Jones, from Folkestone, died 
last month, aged 71, after a long 
battle with cancer. A former chief 
executive of the Folkestone-based 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF), 
the world’s largest humanitarian 
airline, his life pivoted around the 
remarkable event which won him 
an award for his bravey. 

He had previously recalled: “I 
was flying a night sortie from HMS 
Ark Royal through the Bermuda 
Triangle, when I experienced 
simultaneous failure in both 
engines. I tried to bail out, but one 


of my shoulder straps remined 
intact. I had to ditch the plane in 
the sea in complete darkness, at 
120mph. But, I survived and 
managed to clamber out into a tiny 
yellow dinghy with two sharks 


swimming around me. I should 
have been dead - but it was proof 
that God had other plans for me.” 

The father-of-one went on to be a 
missionary and serve MAF for 30 
years. 


Mammoth’s tooth found 
as work progresses at port 


A FOSSILISED mammoth tooth, 
understood to be thousands of 
years old, has been unearthed 
in Dover. 

The find was made during 
the excavation of the Welling¬ 
ton Dock Navigation Channel 
as part of ongoing work to 
revive the Western Docks at the 
Port of Dover - a multi-million- 
pound project which will create 
a purpose-built cargo and 
logistics facility. 

It is not yet known how old 
the tooth is, but the last 
mammoths are believed to have 
walked in Britain over 14,000 
years ago. 

What happened to the 
mammoth still remains a 
mystery, but some believe that 
they were wiped out by an 
asteroid which sparked huge 
climate change. Other theories 


suggest human hunting was to 
blame. 

Josie Sinden, conservation 
officer at the Port of Dover said: 
“It’s not clear how the tooth 
ended up in Dover, but some 
suggestions include it washing 
down the River Dour, washing 
up on the beach, used as some 
sort of structure by previous 
inhabitants or even purposely 
placed as a sacred item. 

“The mammoth tooth 
illustrates the fact the UK was 
once connected by land to the 
rest of the near continent across 
which mammoths and other 
prehistoric creatures may have 
once roamed.” 

Kristina Krawiec, senior 
archaeologist, at Archaeology 
South-East (ASE) added: “It will 
be subjected to scientific 
analysis.” 


Bluewater's online rise 

BLUEWATER has launched an online retail 
portal, allowing shoppers to avoid the 
crowds this Christmas and buy presents 
from the comfort of their own home. 

The platform features over a million items 
from Bluewater’s retailers and went live this 
week. 


Another crash on A290 

A SMASH on a notorious stretch of road 
between Blean and Whitstble has left a 
woman from Thanet in a serious condition in 
hospital. 

The crash occured at around 10.15pm on 
Wednesday on the A290 Pean Hill and 
involved a bus and a black VW Polo. 


Council chief wins award 

SEVENOAKS District Council leader Peter 
Fleming has scooped a major local authority 
award. 

He was crowned leader of the year at the 
C’llr Achievement Awards hosted by the 
Local Government Information Unit and the 
CCLA. 


Murder victim is named 

DETECTIVES have named the man 
murdered at Knockholt station on Sunday 
evening as Samir Draganovic. 

The 23-year-old from Croydon was found 
near the tracks shortly after 12.05am on 
Monday. A 37-year-old was being quizzed 
by police at the time of going to press. 



MEOW 

\ UTC 

Meal our staff and studcnis, 
see our modern facilities and 
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Key Stage 4 & S 
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L and Design. A 
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starting at 10:00 


Quality Showroom for 
Carpets, Vinyls, 
Laminates and Wood 

Fitted Flooring Specialists 


BECKENHAM 

CARPETS 

LIMITED 
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PRESSURE: PM is being urged to think again about housing targets across the county 


T HERESA May is being 
urged to re-assess plans for 
thousands of additional 
homes in Kent by two of 
her Conservative col¬ 
leagues in the county. 

MPs Helen Grant and Tracey 
Crouch have joined forces to write to 
the prime minister as local opposition 
to government plans continues to 
grow. 

Medway Council last month 
strongly rejected suggestions by the 
Department for Communities and Lo¬ 
cal Government (DCLG) that it needs 
to provide almost 9,000 more homes, 
on top of the near-30,000 already 
earmarked in its local plan. 

Likewise, Maidstone - the constitu¬ 
ency of Mrs Grant - is being asked to 
find space for 1,236 more homes per 
year, an increase of 40 per cent on the 
current formula, while Tonbridge 
and Mailing must earmark space for 
an additional 3,260 homes by 2031 
under the department’s proposals. 

The MPs say the plans are likely to 
be undeliverable in a county where so 
much of the land is classed as either 
Green Belt, an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, or a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest. 

They add that the government 


should concentrate building efforts in 
locations such as the Midlands and 
the North rather than the “over¬ 
crowded” south east. 

Mrs Grant said: “I am sympathetic 
to the government’s desire to fix the 
broken housing market and provide 
more affordable homes, particularly 
for young people. 

“I am extremely concerned however 


about the impact these plans will have 
upon our existing communities and in 
particular local infrastructure. 

“The road network in Maidstone is 
already bursting at the seams. The 
impact of such a drastic rise in hous¬ 
ing numbers, without the required 
infrastructure provision to go with it, 
is unthinkable for those who use our 
roads every day. 


“This is why Tracey and I are urg¬ 
ing the prime minister to re-consider 
a blanket allocation of numbers and 
take another look at the govern¬ 
ment’s proposal.” 

Last week, the government’s hous¬ 
ing minister Alok Sharma agreed to 
meet Rochester and Strood MP Kelly 
Tolhurst who had also voiced frustra¬ 
tion in the House of Commons. 


A SECOND primary school serving 
420 pupils is set to open at the 
Ebbsfleet Garden City next year. 

Hope Community School will be 
run by the New Generation Schools 
Trust at Springhead Park, where hun¬ 
dreds of new home are being built. 

Ebbsfleet Development Corpora¬ 
tion gave planning approval for the 
school and a nursery this week, with 
admissions for the reception class 
already open ahead of an anticipated 
opening date of September 2018. 

Ebbsfleet Garden City’s first school 
in Castle Hill opened in September 
while a third school is in the pipeline. 

Victim dies 
crossing road 

A PEDESTRIAN has died after being 
hit by a car as he crossed the road in 
Watling Street, Gillingham. 

The man in his 30s was hit 
by a red Toyota Aygo just before 
12.55pm on Monday. He was 
rushed to hospital in London 
by air ambulance, but died 
of his injuries the following 
day. 

Police are appealing for any 
witnesses to call 01622 798538 
quoting reference DH/252/17. 



MPs fight ‘drastic’ plans 

By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


School agreed 
for garden city 
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Hayling Island this Autumn. 

Arriving Monday 8th January for 
4 nights of great entertainment 
and fine food plus trips out on 2 
days with your friendly driver 

All for £179! (If you're quick to book. Only 
one coach at this price. When its full - the 
offer is closed) 

Lakeside Village Hayling Island 

Stunning views, landscaped grounds and marvellous facilities such 
as: Indoor Bowls and Superb indoor pool. Plus lots more. 

Dinner and show every night 

Take your reserved seats for dinner then later, the lights dim and the 
Cabaret begins. You don't even have to move! 

Great Accommodation 

Chalets have; Ensuite bathroom, Comfy beds, TV, radio, hairdryer, 
iron, tea/coffee tray..everything you need 

Coach picks up at: Dover - Folkestone - Ashford - Maidstone - then to 
Lakeside. No changing coaches, no endless pick-ups. Book now for 
Monday 8th January 

Price includes: 4 nights D/B/B nightly entertainment, use of facilities plus coach andferry travel and trips out as 
shown. Single room supplement £30 

CALL TO BOOK OR BOOK ONLINE GB TOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours 

FREE HOLIDAY DRAW. Every month someone wins a holiday for two worth up to £400pp. To be included email 
freeholiday(a)abtours.com with your name, address and phone number. Good Luck! 


5-day itinerary 

Arrive Monday afternoon 
for 4 nights. Trips out on 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
to; Winchester and 
Arundel. Thursday is free 
so you can enjoy the 
facilities at Lakeside and 
we travel home on Friday 
after a last, hearty 
‘Warners' breakfast! 


Personal 

Injury 


Medical Negligence Claim? 


Warners Lakeside 
Village 5-day Coach 
Holiday £179! 


Fantastic late-availability offer from Warner's Lakeside Holiday Village on 


It you think you hove □ case col! or email 
us tor o FREE no obligation chat. 
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Wav of Life! 


Black Friday Event - November 2017. Participating WJ King Retailers only. Offers available on selected new, pre-registered and used vehicles purchased between 7th and 30th November 2017, registered before 22nd December 2017 (new vehicles). Correct at time of print. A £99 Inc. VAT 
Admin Fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to all vehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. Telephone calls maybe recorded for training purposes. E&0E. 
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CONTROVERSY: Dover and Deal MP Charlie Elphicke insists he still doesn’t know what he is accused of - a week on from being suspended by the Conservatives over “serious allegations” 

Furious Elphicke slams ‘denial 
of justice’ over his suspension 

Tom Pyman reports as the Dover MP hits out at his own party over the Westminster ‘sleaze scandal’ 


C HARLIE Elphicke has 
slammed the Tories’ han¬ 
dling of his suspension as 
“a denial of justice” in an 
extraordinary speech de¬ 
livered to his local Conservative Asso¬ 
ciation this week. 

The Dover and Deal MP had the 
party whip withdrawn last week over 
“serious allegations” which were 
passed onto the police. 

Mr Elphicke said in a tweet last Fri¬ 
day that the media had been informed 
of the suspension before he had, that he 
was unaware of the nature of the alle¬ 
gations and denied any wrongdoing. 

In a speech to the executive of the 
Dover and Deal Conservative Associ¬ 
ation on Thursday, Mr Elphicke said 
he had not received any further infor¬ 
mation in the subsequent days, only 
being told that chief whip Julian 
Smith and prime minister Theresa 
May had decided he should be sus¬ 
pended. 

“So extraordinary as it may seem, I 
am no wiser now than I was on Fri¬ 
day evening when the chief whip 
called me,” he said. 

“But let me say some things about 
the way our party has handled this. 
First, I want to echo what the Labour 
MP Chris Bryant has said: ‘If this fort¬ 
night teaches anything it is there 
must be a fair proper process for those 
who feel they have been harassed or 
abused and fair due process for those 
facing allegations.’ 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


“I think that’s spot-on. The fact is 
that this whole area of reporting mis¬ 
conduct and managing allegations of 
misconduct is a mess. 

“I have every sympathy with peo¬ 
ple who have been harassed or vic¬ 
timised and feel they have nowhere to 
turn. That is a denial of justice. 

“It is also a denial of justice when 
people who have had allegations 
made against them, lose their job or 
their party whip without knowing 
what those allegations are. 

“I believe this is fundamentally 
wrong. Wrong because it’s an injus¬ 
tice to those who stand accused. But 
also wrong because it undermines 
our values as a country. 

“We believe in the rule of law - that 
everyone, be they so very high or so 
very low, should be equal before the 
law. We believe in the presumption of 
innocence until proven otherwise. 
We believe in natural justice. 

“So, I ask you: was it in line with 
our values as a country that the me¬ 
dia were told of allegations made 
against me last week before I was? 

“Was it in line with our values that 
the presumption of innocence was 
undermined by the whip being sus¬ 
pended? 

“Was it in line with our values to 
cause prejudice and harm the chanc¬ 
es of my getting a fair hearing? 

“Finally let me say that whatever it 
turns out I stand accused of, I deny 
any criminal wrongdoing. I have al¬ 


ways done my best to work hard for 
our community - and will continue 
to do so. 

“I have always put all my energy 
into fighting for the people of Dover 
and Deal - and will continue to do so. 
For me, the interests of the people of 
Dover and Deal will always come 
first.” 

Association chairman Keith Single 
said: “Charlie Elphicke is the best MP 
Dover and Deal has ever had. As far as 
we are concerned, he is innocent un¬ 
til proven otherwise. 

“Charlie Elphicke is a hard-work¬ 
ing, professional and dedicated MP 
who campaigns tirelessly for his con¬ 
stituents. We have still not been told 
what these allegations are and will 
not be commenting any further at 
this stage.” 

Mr Elphicke’s suspension in fact 
changes very little in terms of his job 
as a constituency MP in that he can 
still hold surgeries in Dover and Deal 
and participate in Commons debates. 

He also retains the ability to vote 
on parliamentary issues, and can ef¬ 
fectively do so as he wishes, without 
pressure from party whips, though it 
is likely to be more difficult for him to 
access ministers, therefore, arguably, 
reducing his influence. 

As a result, he cannot speak on be¬ 
half of the Conservatives, receive par¬ 
ty briefings or attend meetings such 
as the influential 1922 committee of 
backbenchers. 

East 



The suspension came at the end of 
a dramatic few days in Westminster, 
which saw Sevenoaks MP Sir Michael 
Fallon (pictured above) resign as de¬ 
fence secretary. 

Sir Michael admitted his behaviour 
had “fallen below the high standards 
required” in the role and acknowl¬ 
edged that what might have been ac¬ 
ceptable in the past was no longer ap¬ 
propriate. 

In a resignation statement he said 
he would “continue to work hard for 
my Sevenoaks constituents”, howev¬ 
er Labour opposition members are 
now calling for him to also step down 
as the local representative and have 
launched a petition to that effect. 

Branch secretary Seamus McCau¬ 
ley said: “Michael Fallon has admit¬ 
ted, and through his resignation ac¬ 


knowledged, that his conduct is 
inappropriate in a cabinet minister, 
or as a representative of Britain’s 
armed forces. 

“We are therefore surprised and 
disappointed that Michael Fallon, 
and the Conservative Party, appear to 
feel that the people of Sevenoaks are 
entitled to a lesser standard of con¬ 
duct in their representative, and call 
on him to resign.” 

Defending his colleague, Seven¬ 
oaks Conservatives chairman Gra¬ 
ham Clack told KoS: “This is what 
your political opponents do. Michael 
is a great constituency MP and re¬ 
mains so, and that’s all I need to say. 
They’re trying to cause mischief and I 
don’t want to give them credence.” 

Sir Michael was unavailable for a 
response to the Labour petition, 
which so far has more than 170 sig¬ 
natures. 

Another Kent MP - Ashford’s Dam¬ 
ian Green - is also at the heart of the 
scandal, and is understood to have 
given evidence earlier this week to a 
Cabinet Office inquiry into his con¬ 
duct, following claims pornography 
was found on a computer in his office 
during a police investigation in 
2008-09 and accusations he made 
inappropriate advances to a female 
activist. 

Mr Green, who is Theresa May’s ef¬ 
fective deputy, has denied the allega¬ 
tions, describing them as a “political 
smear”. 
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Relief and anger as blood inquiry 
shifts into hands of Cabinet Office 

Campaigners and victims welcomed the decision they had been calling for on the handling of the 
upcoming inquiry into the blood contamination scandal, but concerns remain on attitudes displayed 



A VICTIM 
of the 
blood 
contami¬ 
nation scandal says 
he is relieved the public inquiry into 
the issue has been removed “from the 
blood-stained hands” of the Depart¬ 
ment of Health. 

In responding to a growing chorus 
of criticism over the handling of the 
long demanded public inquiry, Down¬ 
ing Street confirmed it will now come 
under the responsibility of the Cabi¬ 
net Office and not the Department of 
Health. 

In addition, it will be a full statuto¬ 
ry inquiry which means witnesses 
can be summoned to appear and will 
have to swear an oath before provid¬ 
ing information. 

Prime minister Theresa May an¬ 
nounced earlier this year that an in¬ 
quiry would be held into the events of 
the 1970s and 1980s, which left 
around 2,400 people dead. 

Mostly haemophiliacs, who suffer 
from a condition which prevents their 
blood from clotting normally, they re¬ 
ceived blood-based treatments 
sourced by drug companies from 
prisoners and drug takers. 

Many were left infected with the 
likes of hepatitis C which damages 
the liver, and HIV. 

Campaigners had rejected the gov¬ 
ernment’s proposed process, saying 
the health department should not be 
involved in setting up an inquiry 
when it is under investigation itself. 

Downing Street said there had 
been around 800 responses to the 
consultation in setting up the in¬ 
quiry. 

Campaigners and families of those 
affected by the scandal boycotted a 
meeting with Department of Health 
officials over the remit of the UK-wide 
inquiry earlier this year in protest at 
its involvement. 

The prime minister’s official 
spokesman said: “The inquiry will be 
conducted under the responsibility of 
the Cabinet Office rather than by the 
Department of Health with immedi¬ 
ate effect. 

“We have been absolutely clear of 
our determination to establish what 
happened in relation to the contami¬ 
nated blood scandal of the 1970s and 
1980s and to work with the families 
of those affected, and we are now 
moving forward with that process. 

“There was a strong view that it 
should be done away from the De¬ 
partment of Health. We have listened 
to those views and that’s why it will 
be conducted under the auspices of 
the Cabinet Office.” 

The Cabinet Office comes under the 
leadership of Damian Green, the first 


/ “We hope the decision to 
make the Cabinet Office the 
sponsor of the now statutory in- 
m quiry will be a turning point in 
helping the victims of this scan¬ 
dal finally get the justice they have 
long deserved. 

“We now hope a new and fresh 
discussion will be launched to 
establish the chair and terms of refer¬ 
ence, which can now include the 
many groups who, like us, had felt 
unable to work with the Department 
of Health when it was so clearly con¬ 
flicted.” 

Steve Dymond, 61, from Broad- 
stairs was infected with hepatitis C. 
While relieved of the changes, he says 
the government is still treating the 
victims of the scandal badly. 

He told us: “This was the latest step 
after a four month struggle to wrest 
control of the inquiry from the blood 
stained hands of the DOH. 

“The announcement made in a 
written ministerial statement de¬ 
signed to attract as little attention as 
possible by Damian Green, conceded 
that the Cabinet Office has taken re¬ 
sponsibility for setting up the inquiry, 
which will be a full statutory public 
inquiry, created under the 2005 In¬ 
quiries Act. 

“The two demands have been con¬ 
sistently and unanimously voiced by 
the campaigning groups and the 
Haemophilia Society since July 11. 
No one should be surprised by the 
blinkered and insensitive insistence 
by the DoH to drag out the process as 
painfully as possible. 

“The all party parliamentary 
group on haemophilia and contami¬ 
nated blood remains suspicious of the 
slow progress being made in estab¬ 
lishing the inquiry and are pressing 
to meet with Damian Green. 

“But then governments over the 
past 40 years have treated the affect¬ 
ed haemophilia community with 
contempt and disdain. 

“As recently as October 12 in the 
House of Common, the speaker, John 
Bercow, was forced to curb the be¬ 
haviour drowning out a question 
from Diana Johnson MP with the 
words ‘I remind the house that we are 
discussing the contaminated blood 
scandal...I ask the house to think of 
the people affected by this scandal 
who would expect the house to treat 
respectfully of it.’ 

“It is all very well for politicians to 
spout that the contaminated blood 
scandal ‘should not have happened’, 
but it will be the duty of this inquiry 
to determine the exact individual and 
collective responsibilities and impose 
the requisite charges in ‘the worst 
treatment disaster in the history of 
the NHS’.” 


SCANDAL : The inquiry 
will be handled now by 
the Cabinet Office -led by 
Damian Green, pictured 
left 

ernment’s recognition of our con¬ 
cerns about the impartiality chal¬ 
lenges the Department of Health 
faced regarding the contaminated 
blood inquiry. 


secretary of state and Ashford MP. 

Families and victims had been 
asked whether they wanted a judge- 
led inquiry or a Hillsborough-style 
panel. 


No 10 said there would be a further 
announcement by the end of the year 
on the setting up of the inquiry. 

A spokesman for the Haemophilia 
Society said: “We welcome the gov- 
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^ Restore your smile and your confidence 

^ Fixed teeth in just one day!* 

J Eat and enjoy any food you want 
including steak, apples and crusty bread! 

J No more painful teeth or dentures 
Virtually pain-free treatment 


People who suffer with loose or missing 
teeth, or who wear uncomfortable dentures, 
know how much misery these dental 
problems can cause every day. 

At TDC Implant Centres we have the solution 
with our Smile in a Day treatment. In just one 
day, our expert team can place a fixed set of 
natural looking teeth. You will leave with 
your smile and confidence restored. 



^ Highly experienced, award winning 
TDC dental team 

*Teeth fixed in the mouth and not removable by the patient; a further permanent set of teeth at three months are included. 
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finance available 
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See more real patient reviews atwww.smileinday.co.uk 


'It has changed my life ’ 

Jonathan Anderson - TDC Patient 


Book Your FREE Consultation Today C 01303 802109 M info@smileinaday.co.uk 


TDC 


Implant Centre 


Home of Smile in a Day 

Folkestone - Peterborough - Harley Street 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2BE 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 
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Share a stroll 
this winter 
Off-Peak 

Make the most of your trip with our 
itinerary ideas. 

#SEhiddengems 

Book train tickets and full T&Cs at 

southeasternrailway.co.uk/winter 




Town rallies in 
bid to light up 
the high street 
this Christmas 

The local chamber of commerce needs to raise 
some £22,000 by next week or else Whitstable 
won’t be sparkling with Christmas lights this 
winter - which some claim will put off shoppers 
ahead of the busiest time of year for our retailers 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


S HOPPERS will avoid Whitstable high 
street, putting a dent in the local 
economy, if the town isn’t sparkling 
with Christmas lights this winter, a 
campaigner has warned. 

A last-ditch crowdfunding campaign to raise 
some £22,000 has been launched after the lo¬ 
cal Chamber of Commerce failed to generate 
enough money to pay the company that pro¬ 
vides the traditional decorations for the town 
centre. 

Bosses shook hands on a three-year arrange¬ 
ment for Christmas lights in 2015, worth 
£15,000 including VAT, however, the contrac¬ 
tor has insisted it will not provide the service for 
2017 unless its fees for this winter, on top of 
outstanding debt of some £5,000, are paid in 
full by Wednesday (November 15). 

The festive lights were previously backed by 
Canterbury City Council, but with pressures 
continuing to grow on local authority budgets, 
it took the decision to cut funding in 2013. 

Ever since, the money has had to be raised 
though contributions from local businesses 
and collection boxes in high street shops, pubs 
and restaurants. 

At the time of going to press, the campaign 
was just shy of halfway to its target and while 
Chamber of Commerce president and lead cam¬ 
paigner, Brian Hitcham remains optimistic, he 
is aware time is rapidly running out. 

He told KoS: “The difficulty is keeping the 
momentum going. It’s been a great response, 
people want to get involved, but if we’re talking 
about a couple of hundred people out of 32,000 
in Whitstable, that’s about a half a percent. 

“There has been a change in attitude [since 
the warning was first issued] from some people, 


but there’s always been others who think the 
council should pay for it and that they shouldn’t 
have to put their hand in their pocket. 

“I can understand with austerity and cut¬ 
backs the council’s hand has been forced and 
some things have had to go, but if you think 
about it, if everybody in Whitstable paid a 
pound, that’d be job done, as well as funding a 
number of other community projects. 

“I can see why they had to get their priorities 
in order, and didn’t feel Christmas lights is an 
important issue, but it can have a knock-on ef¬ 
fect. 

“I certainly think they get people to spend 
longer in the town. It’s a special time of year for 
families and kids and creating that atmosphere 
makes it a more pleasant place to spend time. 

“If it looks dark and like nobody had made an 
effort, it doesn’t reflect well on the community. 
People visiting will think ‘they’re miserable, we 
won’t go there anymore’. And ultimately, towns 
are competing against each other. 

“This isn’t an uncommon situation but it’s 
frustrating that Whitstable is a relatively afflu¬ 
ent area with a growing population.” 

Fellow seaside town Herne Bay is also trying 
to raise funds to ensure its own high street is 
glistening come December. 

It comes after locals booed the much-hyped 
switch on of lights in 2012, which many felt 
were such a disappointment, they would deter 
shoppers from spending money locally. 

However, council leader Simon Cook played 
down fears of a detrimental economic impact, 
insisting the area would still attract plenty of 
visitors over the festive period. 

He said: “It’s a shame but if the residents of 
Whitstable don’t feel able to, or motivated to, 
put their hand in their pocket and raise the 
money then that’s their decision. 

“In the past the city council funded the lights 
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BID: Will Habour 
Street and the 
High Street get 
to sparkle this 
Christmas? 


but of course we have our financial is¬ 
sues and have other, more pressing 
things we need to spend our money 
on. 

“I’m not enough of an expert, but 
while we all enjoy Christmas lights, 
are people really going to say ‘I nor¬ 
mally shop in Whitstable, but because 
there are no lights, I’m not going to go 
there anymore’? I’m not convinced. 

“The joy of going shopping in Whit¬ 
stable is the fabulous local independ¬ 
ent shops on offer and I think it’s a big 
enough draw for people, regardless of 


the lights.” 

Previously, bosses have had to pur¬ 
chase lights from China, though this 
policy has also faced difficulties, in¬ 
cluding some “suffering from the Eng¬ 
lish climate” and failing PAT testing - 
a routine safety check for electrical 
appliances. 

With other structures requiring 
equipment as specialist as a cherry 
picker to assemble them, Mr Hitcham 
said he didn’t believe many locals fully 
appreciated the scale of the job facing 
organisers. 


“There are a lot of armchair warri¬ 
ors who say you can just get a ladder 
and hang up a light, no problem, but 
that’s madness,” he said. 

“We’ve got 62 3xlm lights, four that 
go the length of the road, and if you 
think about storage costs alone that’s 
£3,000 or £4,000. 

“Then there are lights going on 
Kent County Council lampposts, 
which need to be fitted by someone 
with a specialist contract certificate, 
there’s PAT testing, there are so many 
things that quickly add up, which peo¬ 


ple probably don’t realise.” 

He added: “Many of the big multina¬ 
tional stores and banks in the high 
street, for example, just have no inter¬ 
est in, or mechanism in place to make 
contributions to this type of commu¬ 
nity event. 

“When we had buckets in numer¬ 
ous shops and pubs throughout the 
town, although there were a handful 
of exceptions where the store owners 
or publicans made a special effort, the 
majority of the buckets produced liter¬ 
ally just a few pounds. 


“On the occasion of the first lights 
switch on event, there were buckets 
going round to collect money from the 
thousands of people who attended, 
but the amount raised was less than 
£ 20 . 

“The harsh reality is that while eve¬ 
rybody appears to want lights, too few 
people and organisations are prepared 
to contribute sufficient funds to pay 
for them.” 

■ To donate to the campaign, 
or view the crowdfunding page, 
visit http://bit.ly/2yieVvs 
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Has high street project failed? 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


C LAIMS a government- 
backed scheme, fronted by 
retail guru Mary Portas, 
has failed to get consumers 
spending in Margate have 
been dismissed by council cheifs. 

The seaside town, alongside Dart- 
ford and ten other towns around the 
country was awarded a share of the 
£1.2m High Street Innovation Fund, 
launched five years ago, as well as 
government support and access to Ms 
Portas - nicknamed ‘Mary Queen of 
Shops’ - following her review of the 
sector. 

However, a survey carried out by 
the Local Data COmpany (LDC) found 
that in total there had been a net loss 
of 969 retail units across the 12 
towns in that time - a drop of 17 per 
cent and the equivalent of one shop 
closing every 22 days. 

LDC director Matthew Hopkinson 
said: “This is very common up and 
down the country. 

“Because there are more empty 
shops in town centres, businesses 
from the fringes of these towns are 
relocating into the heart of town cen¬ 
tres. This leaves more redundant 
space on the edge of town centres.” 

He also thought some councils 
were changing the use of buildings, 
or even knocking them down, or fo¬ 
cusing the retail offer on a smaller 


area in the town centre. 

Ms Portas said she believed there 
would be a continued contraction of 
town centres in the years to come. 

She said: “There are areas of the 
country where people have cottoned 
on to this. We’re spending our money 
on eating out, socialising and well¬ 
being. 

“Therefore we should be building 
the right places and spaces for the fu¬ 
ture to cater for how people want to 
live.” 

Ms Portas admitted she had hoped 
her review would highlight “the real 
issues” facing the UK’s town centres, 
and that government would have 
been behind it with policy change. 

“That didn’t happen. It was a 
weighted PR campaign which looked 
like ‘Hey, we’re doing something’ and 
I hoped it might kick-start something 
- but it didn’t,” she said. 

However, Thanet District Council 
claims it has been “a worthwhile ex¬ 
ercise” and points out that Margate 
has seen an increase in business 
counts of 24 per cent from 2012. 

A spokesperson told KoS: “The 
project helped to kick-start an active 
community interest group which 
continues to play an important role 
in the overall regeneration of Mar¬ 
gate town centre by building rela¬ 
tionships with businesses and traders 
in the town centre. 

“Funding was spent on a range of 
projects including marketing, im¬ 
proving town centre signage, shop¬ 



BOOST: Margate was one of 12 town centres targeted by Mary Portas (right) 


front improvements, establishment 
and running of ‘Pop Up Margate’ (in¬ 
cubator shop on High Street), green¬ 
ing and planting initiatives, High 
Street entertainment and the estab¬ 
lishment of a town team and buddy 
scheme. 

“The town team still meets regu¬ 
larly and ‘Pop Up Margate’ on the 
High Street continues to thrive as do 
the street scene improvements in the 
form of improved shop frontages, 
flower planting, signage and Christ¬ 
mas lights. 

“Maintaining sustained economic 


growth remains a challenge for many 
town centres across the country but 
there is now a great deal of optimism 
about the future of Margate, and in¬ 
deed about the whole of Thanet dis¬ 
trict including Ramsgate and Broad- 
stairs. 

“This is evidenced through our 19 
per cent growth in visitor economy 
which bucked the national trend.” 

A Department for Communities 
and Local Government spokesman 
said: “High streets and town centres 
are at the heart of our local and re¬ 
gional economies, creating jobs, nur¬ 


turing small businesses and injecting 
billions of pounds into our economy. 

“Following the Portas Review, the 
previous government launched the 
‘Portas Pilots’ and provided £3.35m 
to 335 high streets via Town Teams. 

“The focus now is sharing the 
learning from successful areas and 
making sure we support local people 
in realising the long-term potential of 
their high streets and town centres.” 


(Wonderful (Phristmas Present 
for Qfbomebodp (Special A 

Membership from £99 


St Augustine's Golf Club 

Kent's Most Welcoming Golf Club 
Beautiful 18 Hole Golf Course Established 1908 

Tel: 01843 590333. www.staugustinesgolfclub.co.uk 

Autumn Membership Offers 

Play as a Full 7 Day Member until March 31 st 2018 
(Normal annual fee applies from April 1 st 2018) 

Enthusiastic Beginners Very Welcome 



Aged 25 and under 64S5 NOW £99 
Aged 30 and under ttSS NOW £125 
Twilight 4 hrs before sunset £■NOW £130 
Full Adult 7 Day £&£= NOW £260 
Very Limited Offer for Married Couples 

Join Your Spouse £200 NOW £99 
Recently left another Golf Club/New to the area? 


Active Handicap? 


Immediate Membership £260 
Unlimited Golf and Nothing Else To Pay 
No Joining Fees & Monthly Payments 
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You can also view and order from our full range of 
19 regional calendars and take advantage of our 
great multi-buy offer at www.subsave.co.uk/CAL7A 

East 


Our 2018 Kent 
Calendar features 
12 beautiful glossy 
photographs offering 
you a year-long reminder 
of the county you love. 

THE MORE 
YOU ORDER, 

THE MORE 
YOU SAVE! 

KENT CALENDAR 

(per calendar) 

1 calendar £7.99 

2 calendars £6.99 each 

3+ calendars* £5.99 each 

Order today 

■^5 www.subsave.co.uk/CAL7A 

@01603 772738 


*£5.99 is the price per calendar when you order 
3 or more. Prices include P&P to any UK address. 
For postage overseas please add £5 per calendar. 
Offer ends 31/01/2018 
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WHY NOT ADD A 
ROLLER GARAGE 
DOOR AND SIDE 
INFILL PANEL TO 
ENCLOSE YOUR 
CARPORT 




721 www.sbiproductsltd.co.il 


SBI Ltd SUPPLY AND INSTALL A RANGE OF CANOPIES THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICALITY TO YOUR HOME. 

Durable and attractive aluminium structures are avaiabte with a range of glass or polycatbonate glazing, aiowing you to choose 
the perfect structure for you" setting and budget Our canopies ha/e the option of Hearting and frame colours. 

SBI Ltd established 1998 ce le brate 20 years in business with us-Over 1000 satisfied customer—Members of the BBSA 
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AFFORDABLE FOOTBALL 

AT THE VALLEY 


ADULTS 

FROM ONLY 
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STUDENTS 
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BOOK TICKETS AT: 
HTTPS://BOOKING.CAFC.CO.UK 

CONCESSIONS INCLUDE OVER 65S AND UNDER 21’S 
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Tales of life 
during the 
‘war to end 
all wars’ 


A S we mark the be¬ 
ginning of the fi¬ 
nal year of the First 
World War’s cente¬ 
nary by once again 
mourning our dead on this Re¬ 
membrance Sunday, historian 
Hugh Sebag-Montefiore - whose 
newly published paperback 


edition of his Battle of the 
Somme book tracks the im¬ 
pact of war on civilians as well 
as on those on the front line - 
gauges the effect the Somme 
fighting had on two diarists 
who were born in Kent by jux¬ 
taposing extracts from their 
contemporaneous accounts. 





BRAVE: Troops in the trenches during Great War. All photos copy¬ 
right reserved. All enquiries via Hugh Sebag-Montefiore 



June 30 1916 (the eve of the 
great attack on the Somme): 

Basil and I went off in a taxi to 
Kew Gardens. We talked a great 
deal about our boys; it was a 
very sad talk, for our anxiety is 
so great. 

July 1 (the day of the great at¬ 
tack): Letter from Chris came 
this morning. Chris writes as fol¬ 
lows, “June 29, 9th Lancers, BEF. 
Just a moment now to write you 
a wee line to say that I shall have 
very little time to write letters.. 
At present we are all here to¬ 
gether (the regiment entire), but 
they leave us very soon. Can’t 
say anything at all definite even 
to you, pets, as we are all special¬ 
ly forbidden. We are within 10 
miles of the firing line.” 

July 2 : We lunched at the Orle¬ 
ans Club. The news is so thrilling 
and so wonderful. After so many 
months waiting, it is good to 
think we are beginning to cap¬ 
ture the German lines! 

At last the British and French 
have started the Great Offensive, 
and British troops have pene¬ 
trated the German first lines on a 
front of 16 miles. 


FEAR: Nancy 
Peto, above, and 
her serving son 
Christopher 


July 4 : It is now 11 pm, and as I 
pulled my bedroom curtains 
apart to open the window still 
wider (having turned off the 
electric light first of all - police 
precautions), I see five or six 
powerful searchlights throwing 
great beams of light across the 
sky. Not having thought about 
Zeppelins and their attendant 
horrors for some time, this re¬ 
minder strikes a fresh chill upon 
one’s heart. 

One’s poor heart! How much it 
has to bear and suffer! How it 
jumps and throbs at every little 
unexpected sound, at some sud¬ 
den association with those dar¬ 
ling boys, and above all the 
strain that is put upon it when 


one hears the “rat-tat” on the 
front door, which means noth¬ 
ing else but a telegram. The 
shaking hand that undoes those 
awkward folds after withdraw¬ 
ing it from the envelope, the 
hasty look at the signature first, 
while one’s heart seems to cease 
to beat; the reaction on finding it 
is but a message on politics, or an 
acceptance or refusal of some in¬ 
vitation. The sigh of relief, the 
inward prayer, the return to 
one’s occupation; only to suffer 
every detail all over again the 
next time a telegram comes. 

July 5:1 came down to Torquay 
today for two nights with Prin¬ 
cess de Mahe. It was difficult to 
realise, as I sat by the open win- 


Lady Mary ‘Nancy’ Peto, 
the wife of Conserva¬ 
tive MP Sir Basil Peto, 
was brought up in 
Ickham, near 
Canterbury, but was 
living in London in 
1916. Her life during 
the Battle of the 
Somme was affected 
by her having two sons, 
Michael and Chris, 
serving just behind the front 
line. 


dow of the sitting room waiting 
for the princess, that the thunder 
of the guns and the awful death- 
struggle was going on ceaseless¬ 
ly, so comparatively few miles 
away. One so longed to wake up 
and find one had been dreaming. 

July 7: We have not had a line 
from Chris since he wrote on July 
1 . 

July 12: Copy of a letter from 
dear Mouse [Chris’ nickname], 
written on July 7, 1916: “I am 
grave-digging close behind our 
present front line. Our job is to 
find and bury corpses and collect 
war material, which is neither 
healthy nor safe, as though the 
Hun here is being rapidly beaten, 
he still shells working parties 
like us in daylight.” 

July 18: A letter from Chris dat¬ 
ed July 13 says: “I am now sitting 
down with 10 men in front of 
me, digging seven graves. A 
small bit of shell has this mo¬ 
ment landed in the side of the lit¬ 
tle bank on which I am sitting. 
We, for the last two hours, have 
been doubling about in the open, 
excavating men (or remains), 
and bringing them and the 
wounded down to this advanced 
dressing station. 

“I can’t even begin to describe 
the awful havoc caused by these 
infernal HE [high explosive] 
shells, or the feelings I have on 
seeing men gibbering and cry¬ 
ing, led in with shell-shock etc.” 

July 22: We received the follow¬ 
ing from Chris on July 15: “The 


■ Extract continued on 
page 20 


MOUNTAINS BZSa 
& MISTLETOE £212 

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 


LOCH AWE HOTEL 

ARGYLLSHIRE 


TripAdvisor 

@D<§><§><§><§>® 


FRIDAY I st DECEMBER 


A 5 day break staying at our Loch Awe Hotel. 
This attractively priced holiday is a celebration 
of the festive period to get you in the mood 
for Christmas and New Year. There will be an 
excursion everyday including the Inverarary, 
Arrochar, entrance to Cruachan Power Station, 
Oban & Stirling, along with a wonderful party 
atmosphere in the hotel. 

TOUR INCLUDES_ 

4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. 
Excursions. 


Margate, Birchington, Canterbury, Sittingbourne 


LOCHS.COM 
01389 713713 


{T* LOCHS 
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Free 

home 

eye 

tests 
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To find out if you qualify and 
book, call 0800 652 4947 or 
search online for Specsavers 
home eye test. 



©2017 Specsavers. All rights reserved. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending November 12,2017 19 


















HMP TOE EIIMgu 1 % 


doctor said, ‘How about Longueval? 
I hear there are some awful wound¬ 
ed cases up there, but not very 
many.’ So I said, ‘Come on, right oh!’ 
or words to that effect. Well, as you 
know, that village was only cap¬ 
tured in the middle of yesterday, and 
the Hun was very naturally putting 
a barrage along the road to it from 
the wood where we were, to stop 
supplies etc. getting up. However, off 
we started, and I don’t think I have 
ever done anything so thrilling in all 
my short life! The little road was one 
mass of shell-holes of different sizes, 
covered in bits of equipment and 
dead Scots, but we eventually got to 
the village which was a smouldering 
ruin, and just about then that a shell 
burst not 10 yards from us. After the 
roar, silence, and then the doctor’s 
voice, ‘Anyone hit?’. No answer. On 
we went, and eventually came to the 
little hovel where the wretched 
wounded were. We took the three 
most likely cases, and laid ‘em on the 
stretchers...’ 

October 3: In time to come, one of 
the most astonishing features of this 
war will be the way we women have 
been given strength to bear our 
crushing and ever present anxieties, 
never knowing when one comes in 
from a walk or drive or shopping, 
whether or not that fatal telegram 
from the War Office will be lying on 
the hall table. 




READY: Troops set to go over the top. Pic: All photos copyright 
reserved. All enquiries via Hugh Sebag-Montefiore 


the afternoon. I took my shoes 
and stockings off and the sea was 
warm. 

July 13 :1 had only 63 of yester¬ 
day’s convoy. I fear one boy (Len¬ 
nox) may not get better. He has 
pneumonia caused by a lump of 
lead in his left lung and I suppose 
they will not be able to operate. 

July 17: Convoy of 300 arrived. 
My poor little chest boy is dying. 
The lump of lead is in the dia¬ 
phragm causing an agony of pain 
with a poisonous abscess. 

The British cavalry has been in 


action for the first time since 
1914. And we have entered the 
enemy’s third line. Oh happy day 
when the blighters run. 

August 23: Lennox died soon af¬ 
ter 8 o’clock last night. Never 
have I seen such a slow painful 
death! It was as if the boy were 
chained to Earth for punishment. 
Towards the end it was agony for 
him to draw his little gasping 
breaths. And I felt I must clasp my 
hand over his nose and mouth, 
and quench the flickering flame. I 
am very glad for the boy to be 
away. 


June 18: We are all waiting 
breathless for the advance...the 
hospitals are prepared to receive 
any number of the poor fellows 
who must inevitably suffer. 


July 3 : Our much longed for ad¬ 
vance has begun...at 7.30 am on 
Saturday morning...we had a cou¬ 
ple of trainloads of wounded 
down - 1,100 in all. 


July 4 : Wounded. Hundreds 
upon hundreds, on stretchers, be¬ 
ing carried, walking, all covered 
from head to foot in well caked 
mud. The rush and buzz of ambu¬ 
lances and motor buses is the only 
thing I can remember of yester¬ 
day outside my wards. Inside...we 
had horrible bad wounds in num¬ 
bers, some crawling with mag¬ 
gots, some stinking...with gan¬ 
grene. 

One poor lad had both eyes shot 
through, and there they were, all 


smashed and mixed up with 
the eyelashes. He was 
quite calm...[but] very 
tired. He said: ‘Shall I 
need an operation? I 
can’t see anything’. 
Poor boy, he never will. 


July 6: In ordinary times, 
we get a telegram from Ab¬ 
beville saying a train with so 
many on board has left, and is 
coming to us. Then they stopped 
giving numbers, [and] just said 
full train. Now not even a tele¬ 
gram comes. But the full trains 
do! 

It is wonderful how sufficient 
work makes one not mind things. 
Insect companions are the terror 
of my life. Many came down with 
the tommies and some have 
transferred their affections to us. 
We hadn’t a quarter of a second to 
hunt them and so forgot about 
them until bedtime. 


July 10: One man in Annexe 5 
died while I was there. And at 
least three will be happier when 
they manage it too, one with his 
brain out, another his intestines, 
and a third wounded all over and 
wildly off his head. 


July 12: Yesterday was a peaceful 
day. I gardened in our backyard in 
the morning and then crabbed in 


SISTER Edith 
Appleton was 
brought up in 
Deal. At the 
time of the 
Battle of the 
Somme, aged 39, 
she was working 
at General 
Hospital No. 1 in 
Etretat, near Le Havre. 
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Celebrate Christmas this year at 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 

Musical Lunches from £24.95 pp 

Gatsby Themed Party Nights from £29.95 pp 

Christmas Day £69.00 pp 

New Years Dinner and Disco £50.00 pp 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK CALL 
T: 0844 815 9045 or email: 
christmas@mercuremaidstone.co.uk 
mercuremaidstone.co.uk 

Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 
Hollingbourne, Nr Maidstone, Kent ME17 IRE 


LECLUBACCOR 
HOTELS 


CATSBy 


DISCOVER 

mercure Mercure 


MERCURE.COM 

OVER 80 HOTELS 
IN THE UK AND 700 
WORLDWIDE 


Feel Welcome 











EVACUATION TALES 


■ The paperback edition of 
Hugh Sebag-Montefiore’s Som¬ 
me: Into the Breach, published 
by Penguin, is out now, as is the 
updated paperback 75th anni¬ 
versary edition of his Enigma: 
the Battle for the Code with new 
material added, published by 
Orion’s Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 
Edith Appleton’s account can be 
found via the website a nurseat- 
the front.org.uk. 


safety around the UK away from 
Luftwaffe bombing raids. 

She told us wartime Kent was a 
significant factor in the writing of 
what will eventually be a trilogy 

“Kent was very vulnerable 
during the war - the gentle slope of 
many of the beaches and the 
closeness of France made the 
threat of invasion feel very real. 

“Once German bombers began 
to fly over in 1940, there are 
accounts of children watching them 
high in the sky above. 

“Some children from London 
were evacuated to Kent - London 
being especially vulnerable 
because the distinctive bends in 
the River Thames making it very 
easy for even the most novice pilot 
to find - but a significant proportion 
of Kent children were evacuated by 
anxious parents who feared 
invasion or stray bombs dropping.” 

She added: “I’ve really enjoyed 
doing the research, and I decided 
to have my children coming from 
Bermondsey as I needed a 
working-class area and one that 
would be heavily bombed once the 
Blitz started. 

“I’ve read a lot of diaries and 
personal testimony of real-life 
evacuees. Some had a wonderful 
experience of evacuation, while 
others had a really hideous time, 


and so I’ve tried to show this in my 
books.” 

Even when the bombs stopped, 
life did not automatically return to 
normal for the evacuees. 

Ms King said: “Coming home 
was often problematic and so I am 
very much looking forward to 
writing about this in the third book. 
It’s been a challenge keeping two 
threads going in the story with 
equal weight - that of the children, 


and of the adults - and also to make 
the behaviour of people back then 
feel totally in keeping as to how it 
would have been at the time, but 
relatable and unstuffy to modern- 
day readers more used to Tinder 
and WhatsApp. 

“Time will tell whether I’ve 
managed to do this, but I was 
speaking to my 88-year-old mother 
who’s just finished reading, and she 
told me that I’d made her cry - I’m 
hoping that is a good thing.” 

Set in the autumn of 1939, it 
centres around 10-year-old Connie 
and twin brother Jessie as they are 
moved from their home in Ber¬ 
mondsey. 

Ms King said: “The story begins 
in the first week of the war when 
the pair are evacuated along with 
the rest of their school from 
Bermondsey. 

“They end up in Harrogate. Their 
pregnant aunt Peggy, previously a 
teacher at their school, goes with 
them. They are taken in by the 
Braithwaites. At first the three 
evacuees don’t know what to make 
of the affluent-feeling Harrogate 
and the more what we would call 
middle-class way of life the 
Braithwaites live.” 

The Evacuee Christmas is 
published by HQ and is available 
as a paperback priced £7.99. 


A BOOK offering a fictional account 
of what life was life for children 
evacuated during the Second 
World War has been penned by a 
Deal author. 

Kate King’s The Evacuee 
Christmas looks at what life was 
like for those children taken from 
their homes and moved to areas of 


AUTHOR: Katie King intends to 
publish another Evacuee title next 
year. 



Cruse 

Bereavement 

Care 
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What would you like to do in 2018? 

Would you like to train to become a Bereavement Volunteer? 


Your local Cruse Bereavement Care would like to hear from you if you would want to gain skills to 
help adults who have been bereaved. You don't need any previous experience, just a desire to 
learn a new skill and volunteer your time to help people in the community who need your help. 


if you would like to work with children you will need a minimum of two years significant experience 
of working with children and young people aged under 18 in a paid or voluntary capacity. 


In 2018 we shall be holding accredited Training Courses to equip you with the skills 

* The course for working with Adults will be for 6 days 

* The course for working with Children and Young People will be 7 days 

* The course will run weekly on a Saturday. 


For an application form or to gain more information; please e mail: eastkentwithswale@cruse.org.uk 
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In the red: Picturing a world 
order if revolution worked 

Senior lecturer at the University of Kent, Philip Cunliffe writes for KoS on the 
publication of his new book imagining a world if Lenin’s dream had spread 


By Philip Cunliffe 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


MAGINE a parallel universe. 

Imagine that in this parallel 
universe, we were all enjoying 
even more unseasonably 
warm and glorious sunshine 
this November which was, in turn 
the result of having enjoyed signifi¬ 
cantly greater economic growth 
over the preceding century. 

Imagine that in response to this 
enhanced global warming, we al¬ 
ready had a planetary climate con¬ 
trol system in place, and were now 
discussing how to improve our glo¬ 
bal geo-engineering systems, or 
whether to switch to using orbiting 
space mirrors in order to ensure 
long-term climate control. 

Imagine that this was taking place 
in a context in which there were no 
endless, tedious elite debates in re¬ 
mote international bureaucracies 
about how to respond to crisis. In¬ 
deed, imagine that there was no 
United Nations nor European Union, 
but a system of peaceful, cooperative 


global federations working to solve 
the world’s problems. 

This is the world that I try to pic¬ 
ture in my latest book, Lenin Lives! 
Reimagining the Russian Revolu¬ 
tion 1917-2017, a world in which 
communist revolution succeeded in 
spreading from revolutionary Russia 
to the West back in 1917. 

Instead of the revolution being 
locked up in poor and backwards 
eastern Europe, I ask what might 
happened if communism succeeded 
in spreading to the most advanced 
states in the world at the time - Brit¬ 
ain, Germany, France, the USA. 

With the industrial unrest in Brit¬ 
ain over the early to mid-1920s, rev¬ 
olution was a distinct possibility giv¬ 
en the right political leadership. This 
would have been revolution that was 
home-grown, and nothing to do 
with the rivalries of the Cold War. If 
that sounds a tall order, only look at 
the outcome of the Brexit vote to see 
what happens when the working 
classes are taken for granted by po¬ 
litical elites. 

In the world that I depict in the 
book, the future has finally arrived. 


Mars is colonised over the 1970s. 
In this world, fascism has never hap¬ 
pened, the Holocaust never occurs 
and thus Israel is never established 
and the Middle East never becomes a 
cockpit of geopolitical rivalry and re¬ 
ligious conflict. 

In this world, Winston Churchill, 
after having tried to redeploy the 
Black and Tans to crush revolution 
in Britain, ends up fleeing the British 
republic in the mid-1920s as a refu¬ 
gee heading to royalist Canada. 

In this alternative world, Hitler 
forever remains an anonymous, ob¬ 
scure artist painting postcards while 
experimenting with speed and quack 
medicines. 

Eleanor Roosevelt is free to live as 
an out and proud lesbian, as a suc¬ 
cessful socialist revolution in the US 
means that Franklin D Roosevelt is 
never elected president and the New 
Deal is never needed to rescue Amer¬ 
ican capitalism in the 1930s as a re¬ 
sult of the Great Depression. 

Anyone who has thought about 
the Russian Revolution is compelled 
to ask, what if the hopes of the Rus¬ 
sian Revolution had succeeded? 


Yet perhaps such a notion is noth¬ 
ing but preposterous utopian fanta¬ 
sising. Everyone knows of course, 
how things turned out: Communism 
was a disaster - at best, grim, au¬ 
thoritarian, single party states with 
creaking economies, and at worst, 
totalitarianism and mass murder. 

But what if this was the outcome of 
the suppression of communism rath¬ 
er than its successful realisation? 
Perhaps perversely the very brutish¬ 
ness of Soviet communism is testi¬ 
mony to how high peoples’ hopes 
had been raised, given the violence 
that was necessary to crush them. 

So why are we so averse to imagin¬ 
ing a radically better world? 

After all, we are used to endless 
dark and masochistic fantasies of 
what if the Nazis had won the Second 
World War and succeeded in invad¬ 
ing the UK. The BBC’s TV show SS- 
GB broadcast earlier this year and 
Amazon’s Man in the High Castle se¬ 
ries are only the latest iteration in a 
long series of fictionalised versions of 
successful Nazi conquest whose pop¬ 
ularity only seems to grow the fur¬ 
ther that the Second World War re¬ 




cedes into the past. 

And this despite the fact that the 
Nazis had virtually no chance of suc¬ 
cessfully crossing the Channel, let 
alone winning the war itself. Yet we 
are addicted to constantly reimagin¬ 
ing Britain under Nazi occupation. 
Why not, for a change, ask how 



ALPHA RAPID REPAIR 


BODY REPAIR & PAINT SPECIALISTS 


Unit 4 Stafford Close 
Fairwood Industrial Estate 
Ashford 
Kent TN23 4PP 


01233 63900 
www.alpharapidrepair.com 
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AUTHOR: Lenin Lives author Philip Cunliffe, senior lecturer in international conflict at the University of Kent COMMUNISM: Lenin led the revolution in 1917 


things might have looked if history 
had had a happy ending? 

In the end, Nazism and fascism de¬ 
livered as promised; totalitarian pol¬ 
itics under the rule of brutal strong¬ 
men alongside national oppression, 


racist brutality and war. 

It is not possible to imagine an ‘al¬ 
ternative fascism’ based on peace, 
cooperation and greater freedom be¬ 
cause fascism was opposed to these 
ideals. 


Communism, on the other hand, 
promised much, much more and not 
only failed to deliver, but itself be¬ 
came another form of barbarism. It is 
possible however to imagine a com¬ 
munist alternative. 


Whatever wishful thinking we 
might wish to indulge, as the global 
economic crisis and the crisis of 
Western liberal democracy shows, 
we are once again being compelled 
to think about alternatives, and that 


means being willing to ask ‘what 
if...’. 

■ Lenin Lives! Reimagining the 
Russian Revolution 1917-2017 
is published by Zero Book and 
is available to buy now. 


B&B 



Jessamine House 

‘A QUALITY 
GUESTHOUSE’ 

The perfect place for a stay in Northwest Kent; 
truly warm & welcoming, a home from home... 
5 mins from Ebbsfleet International- links to 
A2/M2 London and Bluewater 

Call us now to book: 

01474 569 868 I 07933 163340 

www.jesshouse.co.uk 


Sunday 26 November 2017 
Ep 0.30a.m. till 4.00p.m. 

at Whitstable Junior School, 
Oxford St, Whitstable, CT5 1DB 

Craft, charity & trade stalls. 

New this year - latest Citroen & DS Automobile 
from Barretts Motor company on display. 

Hot food & drink available. 

Plenty of parking as Charity Car Park will be open. 



More info on 

http://www.tankertonchristmasmarket.co.uk 
Phone no 01227 263595 

Whitstable Festivals and Events. Co.reg 04285087. 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! .... OUR SALE NOW ON! .... OUR SALE NOW ON! 



Established 1981 



Over 61,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 


Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number of openers, White UPVC 


DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 “ WINDOWS 

£ 1 , 663 °' inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 079 °° inc VAT 

6 WINDOWS 
£ 2 , 494 °° inc VAT 


TRIPLE GLAZED 

WINDOWS 

£ 2,080 °° inc VAT 


7 


WINDOWS 
£ 2,910 °° inc 


inc VAT 


4 


5 WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 600 °° inc VAT 

6 WINDOWS 

£ 3 , 119' 00 inc VAT 

7 WINDOWS 

£ 3 , 639' 00 inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 
Did you know triple glazing only save an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634 294 696 

- 1 

Open 6 days a week 

Monday - Saturday 
9am-5pm 

2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 

01794 422 877 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

01322 290 525 

20 High Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 

01634 826 238 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! .... OUR SALE NOW ON! .... OUR SALE NOW ON! 




Convert your conservatory 
into a usable all year round 
sun-porch with the 

Supalite Energy 
Saving & Eco friendly 
tiled roof system 


A Rated Windows 

6 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite ™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass ™ OW (inner pane) 


Celebrating over 36 years of 
beautiful windows ... Guaranteed 
0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Energy Window 


PvC U ('■MW I ™**G*«i 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


Our Sale Now On! 

... Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


as heard on heart 

C3i 1028 




■■■Efr 



FENSA 


REGISTERED COMPANY 


All of our Installers are CRB checked. 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 
Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: BSEN12150-1 


Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 
Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

www.supaglazing.com 

*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 62521 
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LOUIE MICHELLE 
SPENCE COLLINS 

as Dandjni as The Wicked Stepmother 

1AYNE WISENER 

as Cinderella 

Phil butler 

as Buttons 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 
orchardtheatre.co.uk 


Media farthers 

Kmpm 

nKEnrs biggest hh$ 

— UAKTFUEU) 

BSBmessenger 


Fsuuiir Lan Luckens Shetland faille* 

SAT 9 - SUN 31 DEC 2017 





CELEBRATION OF SUSSEX LIFE AWARDS WINNERS ANNOUNCED 


HANNINGFIELD 

RESERVOIR 

60 years of 
a landscape 
transformed 


BU] 

CAMPI 


The perfect gift/? 


romjust J?11.50 


Treat a loved one this Christmas to a magazine subscription. Each issue is 
delivered to their door - a reminder of your generosity each month! 

• Just £22.99 annually or £11.50 six monthly by Direct Debit. 

• Or £27.99 for 12 issues by credit/debit card. 


Essex Liu^us 


ESSEX LIFE 

RICHEST 


Kent Life ■ Surrey Life 


Surrey’s 

military 

mysteries 




hotspots 
in ESHER 

Winter 

A taste of Japan 

Seasonal 



fashion at 
andown Park 

at Beaverbrook’s 
new restaurant 

: staycation 


r 




= 



EASY WAYS 
TO ORDER 


www.subsave.co.uk/XNEWS17 
01858 438840 quoting LMMXS17F 


Lines are open 8am - 9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am - 4pm Sat. T&Cs: Gift subscriptions start with the first issue published in 2018. Your gift card will be sent to you once the order has been processed for you to give on Christmas Day. 
Order two or more subscriptions and save £2.50 off each subscription. We must receive your order by 15/11/17 to guarantee you will receive your gift card before Christmas. Personal orders will start with the next available issue, 
unless requested otherwise. FREE UK delivery. Direct Debit is a UK only offer. Please call +44 (0)1858 438840 for overseas rates. Free covermount girts with the magazine are not included on subscriber copies. Offer ends 31/12/17. 


26 Week ending November 12,2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 

















PANTOMIMES 2017 


Surely it 
can't be 
panto time? 
Oh yes it is! 

Get ready to join in the fun at a theatre 
near you, as we look at some of the big 
name shows taking place this year 


By Anna MacSwan 

Anna.MacSwan@archant.co.uk 


T HE countdown is on to one 
of the most colourful - and 
profitable - periods for the 
county’s theatres as pan¬ 
tomime season gets ready 
to perform to sell-out crowds. And, 
once again, Kent has a host of colour¬ 
ful, star-studded productions of clas¬ 
sic shows to delight young and old 
alike. An ensemble of TV and stage 
stars, joined by local panto favourites, 
bring you a selection of performances 
which will take you anywhere from 
Oz to Neverland. Here are just some of 
the shows you can see across the 
county this Christmas. 

Peter Pan, Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury 

The Marlowe Theatre panto is tra¬ 
ditionally one of the most popular in 
the county. Coming to the Canter¬ 
bury stage this year is a host of big 
names, including Shaun William¬ 
son of EastEnders and Extras and 
Wendi Peters of Coronation Street, 
alongside Marlowe regulars Ben 
Roddy and Lloyd Hollett. This year’s 
production will once again be 
brought to you by Evolution, the 
same team behind last year’s award¬ 
winning performance of Dick Whit¬ 
tington. 

November 24-January 14, tickets 
available from www.marlowetheatre. 
com or 01227 787787. 

The Wizard of Oz, Theatre Roy¬ 
al, Margate 

Wicked Productions are return¬ 
ing to the Theatre Royal for a third 
year running with The Wizard of 
Oz, starring Margate pantomime fa¬ 
vourite Georgia Rowland-Elliott as 
Kansas girl Dorothy Gale. Jezo will 
also return to play the Scarecrow 
who j oins Dorothy on her j ourney to 
the Emerald City, along with the Tin 
Man, cowardly Lion and Wicked 
Witch of the West. 

December 9-31, tickets available from 
www.theatreroyalmargate.com or 
01843 292795. 



STARS: Cast of Cinderella at the 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford 


Cinderella, Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford 

TV and stage star Louie Spence 
and Michelle Collins of EastEnders 
and Coronation Street, will lead this 
production of Cinderella. This year’s 
ball promises spectacular scenery 
and costumes as well as humour as 
Cinderella goes from rags to riches. 
Cinders is played by Jayne Wisener, 
who made her acting debut opposite 
Johnny Depp in Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street aged 
just 19. With over 30,000 the¬ 
atregoers attending the Orchard’s 
pantomime each year, book early to 
avoid disappointment. 

December 9-31, tickets available from 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk or 01322 
220000. 

Aladdin, Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

The producers of last year’s Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs return 
to Turnbridge Wells on a magic car¬ 
pet, with one of the most popular 
pantomimes of all. Former EastEnd¬ 
ers star Michael Greco, who also re¬ 
cently featured on Casualty and Ce¬ 
lebrity Love Island, leads the cast as 
Abanazar. Britain’s Got Talent's Jess 
Robinson will step into the role 
of Slave of the Ring, while Aladdin 
will be played by CBBC presenter 



DAME : Ben Roddy is back at the Marlowe for this year’s production 


Mark Rhodes. 

December 8-January 3, tickets availa¬ 
ble from www.assemblyhalltheatre. 
co.uk or 01892 530613. 

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley 

EastEnders actress Jessie Wallace 
stars as Snow White in the fairest 
pantomime of them all. As well as a 
handsome prince, wicked witch and 
seven dwarfs, the princess is joined 
by magician Pete Firman and panto 
dame Jason Sutton in an adaptation 
of this much-loved story. 

December 2-31, tickets available from 
www.churchilltheatre.co.uk or 020 
3285 6000. 

Sleeping Beauty, Sarah Thorne 
Theatre Company, Broadstairs 

Brought to you by the team who 
have now been behind this compa¬ 
ny’s Christmas pantomime for sev¬ 
en years, this production of Sleeping 


Beauty at the Hilderstone complex 
in Broadstairs promises traditional 
family fun, 

December 11-31, tickets available by 
emailing bookings@sarahthornethea- 
tre.co.uk or calling 01843 863701. 

Beauty and the Beast, Swallows 
Leisure Centre, Sittingbourne 

Sittingbourne’s 2017 pantomime 
will star Celebrity Big Brother win¬ 
ner and Hollyoaks actor Alex Reid 
as Gaston, who will challenge 
Prince Antonio for Beauty’s heart. 
December 15-27, tickets available from 
www.sittingbournepanto.co.uk or 
01795 420420. 

Sleeping Beauty, Woodville The¬ 
atre, Gravesend 

Former Emmerdale actress and 
model Linda Lusardi will star as the 
Wicked Fairy in this year’s produc¬ 
tion of Sleeping Beauty at the Wood¬ 
ville. Pop group Cleopatra will reu¬ 
nite to play the Good Fairies, while 


Ant Payne returns to the Gravesend 
stage as Silly Billy. They will be 
joined by actor and director Rob 
Forknall, who is taking on the role 
of Nanny. 

December 9-January 1, tickets availa¬ 
ble from https://woodville. seatlive. 
com/Online or 08442 439 480. 

Cinderella, Hazlitt Theatre, 
Maidstone 

TV chef and star of The Real Mari¬ 
gold Hotel Rustie Lee and EastEnd¬ 
ers and musical Chicago actor Ste¬ 
fan Booth are set to lead this 
Cinderella cast as the Fairy God¬ 
mother and Prince Charming re¬ 
spectively. Adam Borzone will also 
be returning to Maidstone as an 
ugly stepsister following his popular 
performance in last year’s Sleeping 
Beauty, alongside cabaret artist 
Stephen Richards. 

December 1-31, tickets available from 
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk/Hazlitt- 
Theatre or 01622 758611. 
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-COUNT 

cooe 


DIRECTOR: BOB OSBORNE I PRODUCER: NEIL HUNNISETT I CHOREOGRAPHER: CHLOE SCOTT 


CT PRODUCTIONS & THE LEAS CLIFF HALL 

INVITE YOU TO THE BALL 


WED 13TH - SAT 30'I'M 
DECEMBtH 2017 




FAMILY TICKET 

JUST £40 (4PEOPLE) 


ADULT TICKET 

JUST £10 

CHILD TICKET 

JUST £8 

BOX OFFICE - 0844 871 3035 

WWW.FOLKESTONEPANTO.COM 


Offer applies with discount code to selected seats for Evening Performances Only. Manager’s decision is final. 


Leas Cliff Hall Folkestone 

Join us this Christmas for everyone's favourite fairy-tale, Cinderella, a spectacular pantomime from the creative team 

behind last years smash hit Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Amazing special effects, stunning costumes and sets, the perfect mix of song and dance and a host of hilarious jokes to 

ensure this is a treat for the whole family. 

The clock is ticking.DON’T MISS OUT!!! 

This year the Leas Cliff Hall will be holding a Relaxed performance on Sunday 17th December at 2pm 

Relaxed performances are open to everyone, but the environment has been specifically adapted for families with 
children with an Autistic Spectrum Condition, individuals with sensory and communication disorders, 
those with learning disabilities and anyone who would benefit from a more relaxed environment. 

There is a relaxed attitude to noise, the lights in the auditorium remain on low throughout the show, 
sudden loud noises are softened and audience members are free to leave and re-enter the auditorium at any point. 

We also have additional staff on hand to assist with seating and access around the Theatre and there will be a Chill Out Room, 
where a space is made available for audience members who need a bit of quiet time before and during the performance. 
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0844 871 3015 
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THE BEANEY 

HOUSE OF ART 
& KNOWLEDGE 


A celebration of the 
history of pantomime, 
told through one of the 
UK's largest collections. 

Laugh, boo and hiss at this brand new 
hands on exhibition featuring posters, 
props ond costume designs from the 
David Drummond collection, recently 
acquired by the University of Kent. 


^^JJniversity of 


The Beartey House of Art & Knowledge 
18 High Street, Canterbury CT1 2RA 


Free admission 


thebeaney.co.uk 


A Beaney eMhibiEkn organised In partnership wi(h 
the Uniuertity of Krttl Special GdHi-cthm* & Archives 
department, with special thanks to Evolution Production*. 


Ca^cu rated with Jg Oyer. 
Anirriuic Arts Company. 


EVOLUTION PRODUCTIONS 


YES 
TIS! 

Saturday 25 
November to 
Sunday 18 
February 2018 
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Fitted Bedrooms 
Sliding Door Wardrobes 
Dressing Rooms 
Home Office 
Free Standing Furniture 



Our experience and expertise with fitted 
furniture means we can design the perfect 
storage soltion for you, be it a sleek 
contemporary Raumplus sliding door 
wardrobe, fitted bedroom or a home office 
that works for you. 

Visit our 25-34 Roper Road 
showroom on the Canterbury, Kent 
first floor Of CT2 7EL 

Lenleys 01227 379100 

mail@hillsidekent.co.uk 

HI Hillside lnteriors@HillsideKent 



iS/urniture 

Lighting 

< .cntrc Cy 


420 - 422 Vale Road North Farm 
Tonbridge Industrial Estate, 

Kent Tunbridge Wells 

TN91SW Kent TN2 3BF 

01732 363583 01892 527647 

www.lighting-centres.co.uk 


Centre' 

• Living Room • Dining Room • Office Furniture 

• Sofas and Leather Chairs • Bedroom Collections... 


7 


°PEN 


SMS 


£ 

& 


FT* 

W ^ 1 


.S/urniture 

Lighting 


YOUR ONE STOP HOME SHOP 



of laminate 

FREE measuring 
& estimating! 


of carpets 

FREE measuring 
& estimating! 

Excellent fitting 
service available 


FREEmeasuring 
IS estimating! 

Excellent fitting 
service available 


Excellent fitting 


service available 


YOU PA Y LESS A T CARPETS 4 LESS 



CARPETS 4 LESS 

Unit 2 Westwood Trade Park, New Haine Road, THANET CT12 5AD 

Tel: 01843 861510 

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 9.00am - 6.00pm, Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm 


Huge discounts on carpets, laminate, vinyl & much more! 
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INTERIORS 


How to paper your 
home in great style 

What style trends can we expect going in to the new year? 



DESIGN: Wallpaper can unlock your home’s true potential 


W ALLS - like 
presents - look 
their best when 
well-wrapped. And 
there’s now a huge 
choice of wallpapers out there, so they 
can shimmer, sparkle or stun with 
texture, pattern and colour. 

Papering a single feature wall, or 
a whole room, is also a ‘fast’ way to 
embrace a trend. After all, we’re in¬ 
creasingly following home fashion 
just as closely we do clothes - and a 
winning combination of cutting- 
edge digital technology and bril¬ 
liant designs makes it possible to lit¬ 
erally transform a setting with just 
a roll of paper. 

“Wallpaper has observed tradi¬ 
tion for too long and people are 
starting to acknowledge its poten¬ 
tial in their homes,” says Catherine 
Jacob, head of design at Murals 
Wallpaper, who offers a range of de¬ 
signs and can create bespoke wall 
murals from images, designs or pho¬ 
tographs supplied by customers. 
“Platforms such as Pinterest and 


Instagram inspire people and help 
empower them to experiment, while 
the rise in personalisation means 
people are enjoying creating unique 
designs for their walls. 

“Generally, patterns are becom¬ 
ing more daring, with large-scale 
dark florals, jungle prints and bright 
coloured geometries enlivening the 
landscape of walls once dominated 
by a conventional neutral palette of 
paint.” 

For 2018, she predicts large-scale 
images or repeat patterns will offer 
a punchy alternative to the small, 
ditsy patterns of yesteryear. 

“Millennial pink reigns as the 
new black and has become a staple 
base colour, but lilac tones are gain¬ 
ing popularity,” she adds. 

“These days, people can choose a 
look which totally reflects their per¬ 
sonality and taste. Whether you 
prefer a bold colour palette with 
pops of bright colour, linear or geo¬ 
metric patterns, or shimmering me- 
tallics, there’s literally something 
for everyone,” says Paula Taylor, 


colour and trends specialist for Gra¬ 
ham & Brown. 

“For 2018, we’ve identified key 
trends which form the backdrop to 
our new collections. We’re focusing 
on raw beauty - tactility, texture 
and fresh white forms, which bring 
purity to a home - think weaves, 
cane work and wood grain with lay¬ 
ered, natural finishes. 

“We’re also honing in on gentle, 
subdued shades, such as millennial 
pink, arctic blue and cool heather, 
as well as offering dramatic, dark 
backdrops. 

“Vibrant tones of turquoise, para¬ 
keet green and fuchsia which will 
burst onto the scene next year, re¬ 
flecting the desire for botanical opu¬ 
lence and luscious vegetation,” she 
adds. 

“Global influences are here to 
stay, with an appreciation of intri¬ 
cate mark-making, weave dying 
and bold graphic elements. This 
trend will be a statement look, with 
sapphire, crimson and papaya col¬ 
ours, underlined by earthier rusts 


and greys in celebration of highly- 
coloured pattern.” 

Alex Whitecroft, head of design at 
I Want Wallpaper adds: “The trend 
for people to be brave with pattern 
and embrace colour will continue 
into 2018. 

“The popularity of floral patterns 
endures and classic patterns are 
getting an update, with new print¬ 
ing techniques and a fresh focus on 
detail and larger-scale patterns. A 
pink/purple palette will be the top 
favourite. 

“The trend to bring the ‘outdoors 
in’, with the adoption of botanical 
and tropical looks, will evolve even 
further. There are so many fabulous 
ways to incorporate this look, from 
subtle embossed palm leaves to bold 
and bright tropical prints. 


“Industrial papers mimicking the 
look of natural materials will con¬ 
tinue to be popular, with earthy 
tones and dark woods taking over 
from the pale, blonde Scandinavi- 
an-style which is now waning.” 

“Metallics and designs incorpo¬ 
rating sparkle and shine are anoth¬ 
er hot trend, and are brilliant in 
light-starved rooms, as they help 
bounce light around and give an il¬ 
lusion of space. 

“These wallpapers look stunning 
as a feature wall for a backdrop to a 
Christmas tree,” Alex adds. “Gener¬ 
ally, copper’s been popular, but 
many predict matt silver metallics 
will triumph in the next 12 months.” 

Now all you need to do is choose 
the style you like most of ‘wall’, and 
get papering... 


Quality 

Kitchen 

Facelifts 


Why whei^ 

ijou cria, refflcW 


Dreaming of a new kitchen this 
Christmas 



• UK's leading kitchen 
facelift expert 

• Door swaps to full kitchens 
- tailored to your needs 

• Made to measure 
custom-built doors and units 



Call Peter For a Free Estimate: 

01622 808 698 


DREAM DOORS 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


SHOWROOM NOW OPEN: 

12 Pudding Lane, Maidstone. MEM 1LN 


Cheekatrade.com 

Where repmtion-nwnFs 
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BECAUSE OUR KITCHENS 
ARE SO AFFORDABLE 



Come to our studio in South Willesborough and see our new door range. Choose from 
over 90 traditional or modern styles and some new stunning colours. We can under¬ 
take a complete new kitchen installation or upgrade what you have. Alternatively, we 
can visit you. There’s no survey fee or obligation. 



UPGRADE YOUR KITCHEN LTD 

Unit 3c, KPCH Business Centre, Canterbury Road, 
South Willeshorough, Ashford, KentTN24 OBP 

0845 519 3246 

w:upgrade-yo u. r-kitchen.co.uk 
e:s atee@upgrade-you r-k itcken.co.uk 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 



NOT: From BBC comedy hit Not The Nine O’Clock News to a host of travel shows - Griff Rhys Jones brings his latest stand up show to Kent in 2018 



ys Jones: 

against the tourism ti 

Chris Britcher speaks to the writer, presenter and comic on his latest UK tour 


C OMEDIAN, presenter, 
producer, author, busi¬ 
nessman. Griff Rhys 
Jones has done them all 
and as he prepares to 
turn 64 this week, it would appear 
he has no intention of slowing 
down. 

And boy can he talk. Like a well 
oiled rock being pushed down a 
slippery slope, give him a little prod 
in the right direction and it is pos¬ 
sible he may never stop. 

From his home in Suffolk, we are 
chatting about his upcoming one- 
man show which heads into Kent in 
March next year, taking in both 
Tunbridge Wells and Margate. 

Following the successful tour of 
Jones and Smith last year - his 
stand-up and story show about Mel 
Smith, his long-time comedy part¬ 
ner, his untimely death, their rela¬ 
tionship and the onset of ageing - he 


is back on the road to explore the 
subject of travel. 

Where Was I? takes as its starting 
point some of Griffs personal jaunts 
from the last 15 years. He has sailed 
a boat to St Petersburg and around 
the Med. He has travelled in Moroc¬ 
co, the Galapagos, India and Aus¬ 
tralia. But mostly he has ventured 
forth to work for TV, making Great - 
estCities, A Slow Train to Africa, In 
Search of the Black Rhino, Burma 
and The Forgotten Army, several 
series of Three Men In A Boat and 
programmes on mountains, rivers, 
lost routes and tribal art. 

Just don’t for one minute think he 
has a lot of time for what you and I 
would call a regular holiday. 

“I wasn’t well travelled at all 
when I was young,” the star of such 
shows as Not the Nine O’clock News 
and Alas Smith and Jones explains. 
“In the 1960s you didn’t go abroad. 


We went to Cornwall. Cornwall 
was abroad as far as I was con¬ 
cerned. My father would then have 
to go for a great long walk along the 
cliffs while we built sandcastles. We 
just didn’t realise then it was be¬ 
cause he was bored out of his mind. 
Because he, like me, didn’t care for 
beach holidays. 

“I’m not fond of tourists so I try 
and get off the beaten track. If eve¬ 
ryone wants to go there it makes me 
not want to go there. I like to be in a 
city which can absorb any number 
of tourists. But a place like Prague, 
for example, is defined by its tour¬ 
ism and you become a focus of at¬ 
tention for the people for whom 
tourism is their business. And, gen¬ 
erally, too much tourism debases 
things. 

“Authentic travel is walking or 
cycling in a far flung place or walk¬ 
ing the Essex path; you just need to 


set out on a journey and see what is 
around the next corner.” 

Certainly his life has been a voy¬ 
age of ambitious discovery. From 
university he started work on radio 
and television and received his big 
break when he replaced Chris 
Langham on Not the Nine O’clock 
news alongside Mel Smith, Rowan 
Atkinson and Pamela Stephenson. 
He went to form production com¬ 
pany Talkback with Smith - the 
pair selling it for £62m in 2005. 

Today he can cherry pick his 
projects and his energy remains in¬ 
fectious. It is little wonder he has 
enjoyed such success. Even if he 
would rather be spending much of 
his time on his beloved boat - ex¬ 
ploring. 

Where Was I? is at the Trinity 
Theatre, Tunbridge Wells on March 
9 and the Theatre Royal in Margate 
on March 17. Tickets on sale now. 
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Vist the SHOW SUITE and learn more about the luxury retirement 
apartments at Emerson Park. 

Meet the team... view the floorplans... find out more about our superior apartments. 
Emerson Park benefits from exceptional private amenities and facilities including a 
Club room, bar, cinema, gym, hair salon and transport services. 


For more information please call our Resident 
Service Advisors on 01322 515410. 


www.cinnamoncc.com/emersonpark 
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Church named trust chair 


Ooo Betty...Frank is back as 
Some Mothers hits the stage 


ONE of the country’s top 
theatre directors and produc¬ 
ers, the award-winning 
Jonathan Church CBE has been 
named as the first chair of the 
Marlowe Theatre Trust, 
Canterbury. 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


T HE full cast of the 2018 
rendition of classic 
1970’s sit-com Some 
Mothers Do ‘Ave ‘Em 
has been confirmed as 
the show prepares for a UK tour. 

And it includes a string of extra 
dates - including more shows in 
Kent. 

The production is based on the 
much loved series which made 
Michael Crawford and Michelle 
Dotrice household names as the 
hapless Frank and Betty Spencer. 

Now the first ever stage produc¬ 
tion of the accident-prone Spencers 
is hitting the stage with Joe Pas- 
quale already confirmed as step¬ 
ping into the shoes of Crawford. 

Sarah Earnshow will be Betty 
and Susie Blake as Frank’s disap¬ 
proving mother-in-law Mrs Fisher. 

Now the producers have con¬ 
firmed Moray Treadwell as Mr Lus- 
combe and Mr Worthington - who 
most recently appeared in the na¬ 
tional tour of Hysteria for the Lon¬ 
don Classic Theatre Company. 

Joining him will be David Shaw- 
Parker as Father O’Hara, who per¬ 
formed in more than 25 Royal 



STAR: Joe Pasquale steps into the big shoes of Michael Crawford as Frank Spencer 


Shakespeare Company produc¬ 
tions, and Chris Keily as Desmond 
and the constable. He most recently 
appeared in Yank! in the West End. 

The UK tour arrives at the 
Churchill Theatre in Bromley for a 
string of shows between March 12- 
17 and then back to the Orchard 
Theatre in Dartford for shows be¬ 
tween May 8 -12. And if that wasn’t 
enough it calls into the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells 


from May 28 to June 2. 

Some Mothers Do Ave ‘Em ran 
for three series from 1973 to 1978 
and proved a huge ratings winner 
on the BBC. 

Featuring Frank Spencer’s ef¬ 
forts to get a job and provide for his 
family, the results were almost al¬ 
ways chaotic, with Michael Craw¬ 
ford achieving additional plaudits 
for doing almost all of his own 
stunts in what was a notoriously 


physical show. 

Repeated frequently in the years 
since, and with a distinctive and 
much-loved theme tune, the origi¬ 
nal cast of Crawford and Dotrice 
reunited for a one-off special last 
year for Comic Relief which, once 
again, saw Frank find himself 
making a meal of a relatively sim¬ 
ple task. 

Tickets for the touring produc¬ 
tion are on sale now. 


Santa heads into RVP 


A FESTIVE family fun day will take place at 
Tunbridge Wells shopping centre Royal 
Victoria Place next weekend. 

Santa will arrive along with the stars of the 
Assembly Hall Theatre pantomime - including 
EastEnders’ star Michael Greco. The fun takes 
place on Sunday, November 19. 


Have a laugh with Reg 

COMIC Reginald D Hunter will 
be calling in at the Churchill 
Theatre in Bromley next year 
as part of his UK tour. 

He will be performing on 
March 9 at 8pm. Tickets on sale 
now. 



Debut novel hotly tipped 

SEVENOAKS author Anita Cassidy will see her 
debut novel published in January. 

The mother-of-two will see Appetite - a novel 
about food, sex and change, published by 
RedDoor Books and is hotly tipped to be a 
bestseller after industry magazine The 
Bookseller named her 'one to watch. 



festive 
family 
fun day 

SUNDAY 19 NOVEMBER 
FROM 12 NOON 

PARK FREE ALL DAY 


Don't miss Santa’s Arrival with CBBC's 
Mark Rhodes and the cast of Aladdin 

See Chase and Marshall from 
PAW Patrol at intervals plus enjoy 
lots of FREE festive fun until 4.30pm. 

Full details and event times at 

royalvictoriaplace.com 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


THESE EVENTS ARE FREE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION OR ALTERATION WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
ENTRY TO SANTA'S GROTTO IS £5.50 PER CHILD AND INCLUDES A WRAPPED GIFT. 
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Mrs Churchill exhibition 


CHARTWELL unveils an 
exhibition this month dedicated 
to Clementine Churchill - be¬ 
loved wife of the war time 
leader. 

Speaking for Herself runs 
November 18 to February 18. 



Xmas gift market returns 


THE Rare Breeds Centre in Woodchurch sees 
the return of its Christmas gift market over 
November 18-19. 

Open from 10am to 4pm on both days, it will 
feature crafts, jewellery, toys and decorations. 
Monies raised will go towards the Canterbury 
Oast Trust which runs the centre. 


Fashion show fundraiser 

WHITSTABLE and Herne Bay 
Lions popular winter fashion 
show will be back on Novem¬ 
ber 22 at the Seasalter Chris¬ 
tian Centre, Tickets cost £7 
with proceeds to Whitstable 
Lifeboats. 



Grab early GEEK tickets 

EARLYBIRD tickets for next year’s GEEK in 
Margate have gone on sale. 

Game Expo East Kent has now set up base in 
Dreamland and proved a big success last year 
with its hall of gaming consoles and virtual 
reality headsets plus a host of other attractions. 
It takes place from February 16-18. 


Celebrating the magic 
of the panto tradition 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A CELEBRATION of pantomime, 
charting the art form through the 
ages, will take place in Canterbury 
from the end of this month. 

Told through one of the UK’s 
largest collections - and recently 
acquired by the University of Kent 
- Oh Yes It Is! will feature posters, 
props and costume designs from 
the past to the present day. 

Pantomime came to Britain in 
the 16th century having started 
out as a form of Italian street 
theatre or Commedia dell’arte. 
Over the centuries it has developed 
into a much loved tradition. 

Developed in partnership with 
the University of Kent special 
collections and archives depart¬ 
ment, it features items from the 
David Drummond collection - one 
of the largest collections of 
pantomime related material in the 
UK spanning over 200 years. 

It will also feature a special 
section presented by David 
Drummond celebrating the life 
and work of Joseph Grimaldi. An 
influential figure from the world of 
pantomime, Grimaldi expanded 


and developed the role of the 
clown within the harlequinade 
genre throughout the early 1800s. 
The Beaney will also be showcas¬ 
ing items from its own collection 
as part of the exhibition. 

Running until February 18, the 
exhibition will also be home to a 
graphical timeline tracking the 
people and wider historical events 
that have shaped and influenced 
pantomime since the 1700s. The 
timeline will conclude with an 
area featuring current set and 
costume designs kindly loaned by 


Evolution Productions - the Kent 
company will stages the hugely 
popular pantomimes at the 
Marlowe Theatre. 

Joanna Jones, director of 
museums and galleries for 
Canterbury City Council said: 
“We’re delighted to celebrate 
Canterbury’s long association 
with pantomime through this 
hands on exhibition.” 

Oh Yes It Is! is free to enter and 
staged in the special exhibitions 
room at The Beaney House of Art 
& Knowledge. 



DAME: Ben Roddy as Marlowe 
star of Evolution show 



POPULAR: Marlowe’s panto is 
one of the biggest hits of the year 



TO ORDER YOURS TODAY CALL 0871 911 7011* 

OR VISIT www.readeroffersplus.co.uk quote 78025 


£ 69.99 


PLUS £4.95 P&P 


Was £79.99 


Originally £129.99 


The BodyFit exercise bike remains one of the most popular and 
affordable types of fitness equipment. If you’re just starting out, 
or looking to tone the lower body and increase general fitness, 
this bike is ideal. 


It can help you lose weight, burn 
calories, tone, and you can monitor 
your progress via the on-board 
computerised control panel, which 
measures time, speed, distance 
and calories. Developed from high- 
quality materials for comfortable 
and reliable usage. Some self- 
assembly is required. 

D6703 Exercise Bike 


A 


Seat to pedal can be adjusted 
from 76-86cm 

Maximum user weight: 100kg 
Dimensions: H110 x L82 xW51cm 


PLUS a 12-month guarantee! 


.co.uk 


«4» ReaderOffersPLUS 

Visit readeroffersplus.co.uk for many more fantastic offers! 

Terms & Conditions: *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. Lines open seven days a week 8am-8pm. Delivery within 5-7 days. Postage quoted applies to mainland 
UK only. If you are not happy for any reason, we will accept the return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for refund or replacement within 30 days. Return postage for unwanted 
goods is at customer’s own expense. This does not affect your statutory rights. A signature is required upon delivery. Subject to availability. Goods supplied and fulfilled by BVG Group Ltd (registered 
in England no 03393851). If you would like to receive offers/services from Archant please state when ordering. Details will not be given to other companies without your permission. The ’was’pricing 
refers to the original selling prices offered on the website cjoffers.co.uk, and in the retail store between 31st July -31st October 2017. 
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oirot back on the rails as Christie's suner sleuth 


Laura Harding meets the famous faces in star-studded version of classic Murder on the Orient Express 


A LUXURY train has de¬ 
railed in the middle of 
nowhere. Snow is falling 
and one of the passen¬ 
gers just turned up dead. 
So the stage is set for Murder On The 
Orient Express, one of Agatha Chris¬ 
tie’s most beloved and enduring mur¬ 
der mysteries. 

Published in 1934, the timeless 
whodunnit - which leaves Hercule 
Poirot to determine which of the pas¬ 
sengers is the culprit - has now been 
re-imagined for the big screen by Sir 
Kenneth Branagh, who not only di¬ 
rects the classic tale but also takes on 
the role of the mustachioed sleuth. 

He leads a line-up of acting talent 
so starry it will make your head spin 
and includes Dame Judi Dench, John¬ 


ny Depp, Michelle Pfeiffer, Daisy Rid¬ 
ley, Sir Derek Jacobi, Penelope Cruz, 
Olivia Colman, Willem Dafoe and 
Josh Gad. 

While the double duty of starring 
and directing may sound like a lot of 
work, it made perfect sense to Sir Ken¬ 
neth, who thought playing Poirot in 
front of the camera went hand in hand 
with being the filmmaker behind it. 

“It felt that there was a way in 
which those two things were very 
congruent with one person doing the 
same job because, crucially, I think 
Hercule Poirot is a director,” he says. 

“He directs the characters, and like 
a director, Poirot intuitively tries to 
listen to the way in which he can be 
specific and bespoke about how to 
create the mood that’s required for 



RELEASE: Murder on the Orient 
Express is showing now 


each interrogation.” 

But being directed by an actor of Sir 
Kenneth’s calibre was not without its 
stresses for Colman, who plays Hilde- 
garde Schmidt, the maid to disgrun¬ 
tled Russian Princess Natalia Drago- 
miroff, played with dissatisfied 
aplomb by Dame Judi. 

“Being directed by someone you 
know could do what you’re doing, 
probably better than you, you don’t 
want to let him down,” she says. 

There was also the added pressure 
of trying to impress Dame Judi, an ac¬ 
tress she admires so much she skipped 
collecting her Golden Globe for The 
Night Manager so as not to miss a day 
of filming. 

The process was somewhat more 
relaxed for Sir Derek, a frequent col¬ 


laborator with Sir Kenneth, who 
plays butler Edward Masterman. 

“He has such humour, such hu¬ 
manity, such talent and he’s a great 
actor and a great director,” he says of 
the filmmaker. 

It was at the director’s behest that Sir 
Derek, often hailed as one of the best 
classical actors of his generation, adopt¬ 
ed an east London accent for the part. 

“I quite enjoyed it,” he says, “as I 
think I’m sometimes considered a bit 
posh as an actor, you know: classical 
and Shakespearean, so it’s very nice 
to come down to earth occasionally! 

“As far as Christie is concerned she 
always beats me, I have never actual¬ 
ly read a Christie book and sussed 
who did it, the twists are remarka¬ 
ble.” 


Get in tune with Frozen 

SING-a-long with Disney classic Frozen 
at Revelations Ashford later this month 
to get in the festive spirit. 

The animated movie will be shown at 
1.15pm at the venue - with tickets to the event 
costing just 5Op. 

The acclaimed and hugely popular movie 
tells the story of Princess Elsa and her sister 
Anna - plus, of course, snowman Olaf, as they 
try and break a spell. 


Baker’s back for tour 

I RADIO and TV star Danny Baker is 
back on the road again next year. 

The Good Time Charlie’s Back nationwide 
jaunt will call in at the Central Theatre, 
Chatham, on May 25 - a follow-up to his 
critically acclaimed sell-out Cradle to Grave 
tour. 

Tickets for the show, suitable for those 
aged over 14 only, are on sale now and cost 
£22.50. 


Get that Abba Chique 

A LEADING Abba tribute act comes to 
Sittingbourne’s Avenue Theatre next 
month. 

Abba Chique will perform the greatest hits 
of the Swedish group plus some other gems 
from the original group’s back catalogue. 

The show takes place on December 3 at 
7.30pm. 

Suitable for all age groups, tickets are on 
sale now. 


Relive life of legends 

THE Carole King and James Taylor 
Story comes to the Trinity Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells next weekend. 

The show tells the story of two iconic artists 
that shaped popular music as we know it. 

It takes the audience on a journey through 
the careers of both artists. Featuring a 
backdrop of iconic imagery, giving an insight 
into the legends behind Fire and Rain, 
Natural Woman and You’ve Got A Friend. 






TO ORDER CALL 0871 911 7011* quote 78026 
OR VISIT www.readeroffersplus.co.uk 


£ 79.99 


PLUS £4.95 P&P 


Was £139.99 


This fabulous pearl necklace boasts three rows of beautiful 
freshwater cultured pearls. 


This stunning necklace, with two longer rows 
features traditional knotting between each pearl 
and is finished with a gold-plated easy-fasten 
clasp. Presented in a gift box, this really is an item 
you will always treasure. Also available are a pair 
of freshwater cultured pearl earrings to add 
classic elegance to your favourite outfits, or make 
a great gift for someone special. A single 
freshwater pearl sits on a gold plated pierced 
back. Supplied in a velvet pouch. 



Pearls measure 5-6mm each 



Easy-fasten clasp 



18” necklace 


«{• Readei OffersPLUS couk 

Visit readeroffersplus.co.uk for many more fantastic offers! ~ 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 


Across 

1. Innumerable (9) 

8 . Mineral (3) 

9. Removal (11) 

11. Remark (7) 

12. Specious (5) 

13. Apprehend ( 6 ) 
15. Summary ( 6 ) 

17. Totalling (2,3) 


18. Conjugal (7) 
20. Mix (11) 

22. Plant (3) 

23. Imposter (9) 

Down 

2. Lubricate (3) 

3. Double (5) 

4. Extols ( 6 ) 


5. More rigid (7) 

6 . At odds (11) 

7. Dispirited (9) 

10. Afterlife (11) 

11. Lunacy (9) 

14. Divide (5,2) 

16. Appear ( 6 ) 

19. Breed (5) 

21. Untruth (3) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. The quality needed to 
raise the tone? (9) 

8 . There’s anger in their 
expressions (3) 

9. Seasonal fare provided 
for dive? ( 11 ) 

11. She entertains a big 
crowd at first (7) 

12. Take the floor with 
European about 100 
(5) 

13. Agree idiot has broken 
net ( 6 ) 

15. Firing into the air in 
conclusion ( 6 ) 

17. Fit - an awful swoon 

(5) 

18. Drank to one put to 
bed by one doctor (7) 

20. Puts foot down, 
ruining a select race 
( 11 ) 

22. Flad a photo taken 
one couldn’t stand? (3) 

23. The ways of the area 
are shown by it (6,3) 


Down 

2. Plant in which 
operations take place 
(3) 

3. Coppers seeing writer 
half face (5) 

4. Show in relief me 
standing up to the 
chief ( 6 ) 

5. Get to one’s feet as 
resolute resistance has 
increased (5,2) 

6 . Suitable wear for one 
accustomed to not 
walking? (6,5) 

7. Pets’ creed could be 
held in esteem (9) 

10. Bring round, using 
astute cries ( 11 ) 

11. Boss taking the lead 
precipitately? (4,5) 

14. Announcements 
rather than frozen 
confections (7) 

16. By which the cultivator 
is steered? ( 6 ) 

19. Vessel that bumps into 
things? (5) 

21. The age of the rally 
driver (3) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8 . Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


the other 
Tree 


r 


r 


r 


the dentist 


SUDOKU 


pronoun 


Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 




4 1 1 1 5 1 2 2 2 1 



J 


Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Young sheep 

2. Boast 

3. Scottish valley 

4. Title 

5. Every 

6 . Pile 

7. Stopper 

8 . Equipment 
Keyword clue: A girl’s name 


9. Ridge of coral 

10. Insect 

11. Corrosive substance 

12. Prima donna 

13. Among 

14. Sullen 

15. Affluent 

16. Vestibule 
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Hard 
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7 



4 
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9 



8 



2 
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1 
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5 
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5 
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1 
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5 

6 



8 


7 







Easy 



5 



8 
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TV&lifestyle travel 


CITY of 
CULTURE 

Emily Cotton visits the cultural capital 
city of Portugal, Lisbon 



isbon is the epitome of 
Portuguese culture. As the 
capital city, it embraces 
modern culture while 
simultaneously 
maintaining its unique heritage 
and traditions so has become a 
popular hotspot for travellers. 
Whether you’re on a short city 
break or an extended visit, don’t 
miss out on these must-see sights 
and eatery experiences. 

What to see 

You don’t need to go far for 
something to see. The city’s hilly 
cobbled streets are lined with 
beautiful houses - more than likely 
pastel painted or decorated with 
mosaic tiles - impressive murals 
and quirky, eye catching graffiti 
designs. No wall has been left 
untouched. 

The Castelo de Sao Jorge stands 
majestically above central Lisbon 
and is well worth the climb. A lot 
of the castle has been destroyed 
over the years, however you can 


still climb the towers and walk 
along the ramparts for 
breathtaking views of the city. 

Outside the city centre, yet still 
easily reached by bus or bike, 
Belem is another jewel in Lisbon’s 
crown. Situated alongside the 
River Tagus, at the point where it 
meets the Atlantic, historical 
monuments lie hand in hand with 
modern museums, contemporary 
art exhibitions and bustling cafes 
and restaurants. In the district you 
will find many of the capital’s most 
notable tourist attractions. These 
include Torre de Belem, the 
historic tower originally 
constructed to guard Lisbon from 
sea bound attacks, Mosteiro dos 
Jeronimos, one of the most 
decorative churches of Portugal 
and Padrao aos Descobrimentos, 
the Discoveries Monument that 
celebrates the country’s explorers. 

Although Lisbon is not a seaside 
city, it isn’t far from the coast. West 
of the capital is Cascais, a formerly 
quaint fishing village which now 


buzzes with fashionable shops, 
restaurants, bars and beautiful 
sandy beaches. A short walk along 
the coastal road leads to the 
outstanding Boca do Inferno, a 
beautiful cliff formation that has 
to be seen, and climbed down, to be 
believed. 

Where to eat and drink 

Lisbon boasts a wide range of 
eateries to suit all tastes and 
budgets, with everything from 
traditional Portuguese to 
international cuisine. Lining both 
the east and western edges of 
Comercio Square are a large 
selection. Quirky eatery Can the 
Can pays homage to canned fish in 
appetisers and sharing plates, 
whilst also serving fresh salads, 
roast meats and grilled fish. 

Mercado da Ribeira is a hidden 


treasure for foodies, however is 
unlikely to be a secret for long. 
Lisbon’s largest covered market 
has two sections; the first a hall 
dedicated to buying fresh fruits 
and vegetables, fish and meats, the 
second an even bigger space taken 
over by an incredible food court. 
With dishes from well known chefs 
from all corners of the world, you 
will be seriously spoilt for choice. 

The Casa Pasteis De Belem is the 
traditional home of the staple food 
of the sweet toothed Portuguese. 
The delicious Pastel de Nata is a 
custard tart which is sprinkled 
with cinnamon. The chaotic cafe 
and bakery has been selling Pastel 
de Nata for over 150 years and no 
trip to the Belem district is 
complete without a visit. 

The Bairro Alto district also has 
a large cluster of restaurants, most 



offering traditional Portuguese 
cuisine and charming outside 
seating, or if you’re after a drink 
with a view, several bars sit up in 
the hills and look down over the 
rooftops of the city below. 




Telephone: 01233 690270 07775 925589 
info@gmconstructionkent.co.uk 


Driveway and Patio Specialists 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 
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We don’t need all this 
development in Kent 



Section 106s are 
just ‘bribes’ 

DAVID Morrish asks where are the 
developer’s contributions for housing 
at Stone Hill Park/Manston Airport 
[KoS letters, last week]. 

Does Mr Morrish not realise these 
developer’s contributions, sometimes 
known as Section 106 agreements 
amount to bribes to the planning 
authority and add to house price 
inflation? 

The £13m he quoted for Rochester 
Riverside will add some £6,800 to 
the average house price on that 
development, because it will be the 
house buyer who will pay in the end. 
No wonder house prices are rising so 
fast, when developers are often 
required to pay local authorities to 
obtain planning permission to build 
much needed houses. 

Peter Baker, 
Maidstone 

Letter writer got 
his facts wrong 


THE tone, content and misleading 
statement in David Morrish’s letter is 
reminiscent of the many letters 
written by Manston Airport 
supporters in recent times. 

He claims that the requested 
infrastructure contribution in 
Thanet is “a big fat zero” which is 
simply untrue and his criticism of 


I SEE Edward Baker [KoS letters, last 
week] has joined delusional MP 
Damian Collins in a bid to concrete 
over Kent. 

Up and down England, villages 
and communities are demonstrating 
against the crass proposals to 
overturn the democratic decisions 
made by local people to reject the 
destruction of their open spaces and 
woodland areas. 

There are currently a lot of 
houses for sale and, also, a lot of 
houses unoccupied that could 
become affordable accommodation 
for those citizens not in the super 
rich bracket. 

But those who contribute large 
sums to politics prefer the easier 
option than building on brown 
fields and apply to build on areas 
such as green belt, racecourses, golf 
courses and recreation grounds. 

Like it or not, airfields also provide 
employment and contribute to the 
economy. Why must they also go? 

If Edward Baker expects 
Otterpool to provide affordable 


Thanet District Council is equally 
misguided. Thanet council is not a 
unitary authority like Medway and 
therefore does not have the remit to 
request contributions, it is a matter 
for Kent County Council. 

Mr Morrish’s simple pro rata calcu¬ 
lation that the Stone Hill Park 
developers should be asked for at 
least £17m would be music to their 
ears. Why? KoS readers might like to 
take a look at Thanet planning 
application TH/16/0550 where they 
can find a letter from KCC. 

It contains a long list of infrastruc¬ 
ture contributions (at 2016 prices) 
and associated costs. 


housing he should be prepared for 
disappointment. 

Property developers have history 
of adjusting their previously agreed 
schemes at the planning stages due 
to “unavoidable economic factors” 
which means the affordable part of 
the development is no longer viable. 

A few years ago there were lorries 
stacking up on the M20 for around 
30 days. This inevitably caused 
inconvenience for the period it was 
in operation. That’s nothing to the 
inconvenience that would occur 
while hundreds of acres of concrete 
are being poured. 

Is the lorry park needed? Is it in 
the wrong place? Do truck drivers 
want it? Has anybody asked them? 

I suspect that truck drivers just 
want to get on with their journey 
and deliver their loads. 

Even if the lorry park provided 
showers, toilets and resident lap 
dancers would the drivers prefer to 
be parked up for hours at a financial 
and logistical cost? 

Pete Trow, via email 


It includes £12m for two new primary 
schools on the site, £12.7m towards a 
secondary school to be built elsewhere, 
£177k to equip, not build, the commu¬ 
nity centre and as yet unquantified 
amounts towards building Thanet 
Parkway railway station and changes to 
the local road network. 

Then there are a few freebies that 
Kent County Council would like such 
as the land for the schools, the legal 
and survey costs to transfer the 
ownership of that land, 35 hours a 
week rent free of a part of the 
community centre etc. The develop¬ 
ers are unlikely to see much change, 
if any. from £30m at the end of the 


day which is hardly a “big fat zero”. 

Dave Cawsey, 
Birchington 

Cross needs to be 
remembered 

THE stone cross standing at the top 
of Lympne Hill is usually thought 
only to mark the site and meeting 
place in ancient times of the historic 
Court of Shepway. 

However only partly correct as the 
cross is in fact a war memorial 
dedicated to the bravery of the men 
of the Cinque Ports serving in the 
First World War and was deliberately 
placed on this site as a link with the 
past. 

Sadly over the years, the cross has 
been rather overlooked but hopefully 
more poppy wreaths will be laid there 
as it becomes more widely recognised 
as a First World War memorial, and 
those it commemorates, so many of 
whom will have been killed in action, 
wounded or listed as missing, will 
have the recognition and remem¬ 
brance they deserve. 

Jean Hendry, 

Folkestone 

Dufffailstogeta 
response (ahem) 

IT must have been very refreshing 
for readers to see that nobody took 
the bait from Ray Duff [KoS, letters, 
29.10] therefore freeing up much 
space for other topical subjects. 

It has been obvious that Ray Duff 
would argue that black is white but 
in a more tedious, rambling and long 
winded way. 

Harry Williams, 

Hythe 

I’ll keep writing 
to lots of papers 

SURELY people like Mr Moorhouse 
[KoS, letters, last week] who object to 
the same letter being written to a 
number of newspapers must know 
that they have different readerships 
and cover different geographical 
locations? 

Therefore, to write the same letter 
to a number of those papers, 
informing their particular reader- 
ships of the same, pertinent, facts, 
evidence and opinion about issues as 
important as the EU and Brexit, is a 
perfectly valid way of reaching as 
many people as possible. So, what’s 
the problem, and why should I and 
others desist, unless those who object 
don’t want those facts and opinions 
to be heard? I don’t think that’s the 
editorial policy of this local newspa¬ 
per, or others, is it? 

John Dutton, 

Tunbridge Wells 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Antony Gormley 
statue in 
Folkestone 

by Alan Blackburn 
from Canterbury 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

«®ABTA 


Ifi w fi with tnnfldKE* 





Bordered by Italy, Austria, Hungary and Croatia, 
Slovenia has a little of each in its character and 
landscapes. Join us and enjoy a wine tasting at Bled 
castle, high on a rocky cragg overlooking beautiful 
Lake Bled, where we stay in a lakeside hotel. 
Experience the delights of the capital, Ljubljana, 
serene lake Bohinj, a coastal cruise to the pretty 
seaside town of Piran and a ride on the Bohinj 
Railway, one of the great European railway journeys. 
We also visit Klagenfurt and majestic Lake 
Worthersee in Austria. 


Come with us to Puglia, in the 'heel' of Italy, for a 
super 2-centre holiday staying in traditional Trulli 
houses in Alberobello, and a super 4-star hotel in 
Otranto on the sun-bleached south coast. Included 
excursions take-in the beautiful cities of Ostuni and 
Lecce - known as the Florence of the south, and 
breath-taking Matera (European Capital of Culture 
2019) in neighbouring Basilicata. The coast is blessed 
with Caribbean like beaches, crystal clear blue waters 
and lovely towns including Trani and Gallipoli, and 
lesser known Santa Ceasarea Terme taken in on a 
panoramic coast road drive to Santa Maria di Leuca 
on the southern most tip of Italy's heel. 


Puglia, Matera & Trulli House Experience 


By Air (8 days) or Rail (10 days) - selected departures April to Oct 2018 - Quote: PG-KOS 


• 4 nights B&B sharing a twin/doubleTrulli House in 
Alberobello 

• 1 dinner in a local restaurant in Alberobello 

• 3 nights half board sharing a twin/double room at 
the 4-star Hotel Vittoria, Otranto 

• Excursions 

• All transfers abroad 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet OR flight with luggage to Bari/Brindisi - 
supp't may apply 

• 1 night hotel B&B sharing a twin/double room in 
Turin or Milan outbound & return if travelling by rail 


Lake Bled, Slovenia & Austria Rail & Sail Explorer 

By Air (8 days) or Rail (10 days) - selected departures June & Sept 2018 - Quote: SL-KOS 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 

• Return rail travel from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet OR return flight with luggage to Ljubljana 
or Venice- supplement may apply 


• 1 night hotel B&B sharing a twin/double room in 
Stuttgart outbound & return if travelling by rail 

• 7 nights half-board hotel accommodation in Bled 

• All excursions 

• Transfers abroad 
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SKODA’S all-new Karoq sport utility vehicle, 
which is now available to order, is priced from 
£20,875. 

Styling-wise, it showcases Skoda’s new SUV de¬ 
sign language while a raft of new driver assist¬ 
ance systems and in-car tech makes it one of the 
safest and most advanced vehicles in the sector. 

It has three trim levels - entry-level SE, mid- 
spec SE L and the range topping Edition model - 
and four turbo charged engines. 

At launch there are 115PS 1.0-litre, three-cyl¬ 
inder and 150PS 1.5-litre, four-cylinder petrol 
engines and four-cylinder, 115PS 1.6-litre and 
150PS 2.0-litre diesel engines. 

All are available with an optional seven-speed 
DSG automatic gearbox, while the most powerful 
150PS diesel gets four-wheel drive. 

SE, from £20,875, comes with 17in alloy 
wheels, privacy glass, LED rear lights, dual-zone 
climate control and an impressive range of safety 
systems includes front assist, pedestrian monitor¬ 
ing and a driver fatigue sensor. 

SEL, from £23,165, gets a host of additional fea¬ 
tures including 18in alloy wheels, Amundsen sat¬ 
ellite navigation with eight-inch touchscreen dis¬ 
play, Smartlink+, keyless entry and start/stop, 
full LED headlights with adaptive front light sys¬ 


tem, heated front seats, Alcantara upholstery, 
colour multi-function trip computer, rear view 
camera and front and rear parking sensors as 
standard. 

Flagship Karoq Edition, from £27,110, comes 
with 19in alloy wheels, panoramic sunroof, me¬ 
tallic paint, leather upholstery, Columbus satel¬ 


lite navigation with 9.2in touchscreen display 
and gesture control, electrically-operated boot 
and LED ambient lighting. 

It also gets a host of safety and driver assist¬ 
ance systems including lane assist, blind spot 
protection with rear traffic alert and traffic sign 
recognition. 
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MOTORLINE DARTFORD Rennie Drive, Dartford Kent DAI 5FD 01322 329573 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY Grosvenor Road, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSA 01634 648723 
MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 


motorline.co.uk/nissan 


New Qashqai Range: URBAN 38.2-67.3mpg (7.4-4.2L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 54.3-78.5mpg (5.2-3.6L/100km); COMBINED 48.7-74.3mpg (5.8-3.8L/100km); CO 2 emissions 134- 
99g/km. 

Offer valid until 21 December 2017 at participating Dealers only and subject to vehicle availability. Private retail customers only. Finance provided by Nissan Finance, PO Box 495, Watford WD17 1BR. Subject to status. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. 
You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply, please visitwww.nissan-offers.co.uk/termsandconditions or your local Dealer for full details. *£3,500 TOTAL FINANCE DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION ON NEW NISSAN 
QASHQAI INCLUDES EXISTING £1,500 CONTRIBUTION OFFER WHICH IS AVAILABLE WITHOUT A TRADE IN AND IS ONLY AVAILABLE WHEN TAKEN ON 4.49% APR PCP NISSAN FINANCE PRODUCT AND IS ONLY AVAILABLE ON THE TEKNA. **Nissan Switch Scheme is a 
finance deposit contribution of £2000 available with New Nissan Qashqai Tekna. Switch Scheme offers require part exchange of an eligible vehicle (registered in 2009 or earlier) and may be withdrawn, amended or extended in Nissan's discretion without notice. 
Trade-in vehicle has to be registered to the customer for a minimum of 90 days. Terms and conditions apply, see nissan.co.uk/switch Price includes first registration fee and 12 months' road fund licence. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in 
accordance with 2004/3/EC and intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behaviour, road and weather conditions may affect the official results.) Information correct at time 
of going to print. Model shown is a Tekna with optional metallic paint at £575. Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 


Innovation 
that excites 


NEW NISSAN QASHQAI 

EXPECT MORE 

O CAA TOTAL DEPOSIT I / /QO/ APR 
CONTRIBUTION* I /o 0”,,™ 


THE 

SWITCI 

SCHEME 


DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 
INCLUDES £2000** WITH 
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C3 Aircross SUV enjoying the high life 


Citroen’s C3 Aircross is a colourful character joining the compact SUV market. 
Andy Russell discovers whether this 'supermini on stilts’ lives up to its looks 


S uperminis on stilts are 

blossoming in the compact 
sport utility vehicle market 
with one of the latest 
Citroen’s C3 Aircross. 

This high-rise hatchback, 
replacing the C3 Picasso multi-pur¬ 
pose vehicle, is expected to find more 
than 13,000 homes a year in the UK 
-the C3 Picasso peaked at 10,500. 

Based on the latest C3 supermini, 
ground clearance has grown 5cm to 
17.5cm for that SUV stance. 

Immediately recognisable as a 
Citroen with the brand’s strong 
signature face, it’s more muscular 
and boasts 85 mix-and-match colour 
combinations for the body, roof and 
cabin and packs for coloured light 
surrounds, door mirrors, wheel 
centre caps, Venetian blind-effect 
rear quarter windows and roof bars. 

Petrol will power 70pc of models 
with 82bhp and turbocharged 110 
and 130bhp 1.2-litre units. The 
llObhp engine, in five-speed manual 
and six-speed automatic guise, will 
be the big seller while the 130bhp 
version is six-speed manual. 

There’s also five and six-speed 
manual 100 and 120bhp 1.6-litre 
turbo diesels but they’re gruff 
compared to the turbo petrols which 



feel much livelier. The emphasis is on 
ride comfort and, again, lighter 
petrol models are more pleasant to 
drive, turning into corners more 
crisply but body roll builds with 
speed. They also ride more smoothly. 

Optional Grip Control and hill 


descent assist - £400 on mid-spec 
Feel and range-topping Flair except 
the 82bhp model - gives more 
front-wheel traction with standard, 
snow, mud and sand modes. This 
compact SUV retains the roominess, 
comfort and practicality of an MPV, 


offering class-leading space. 

Rear seats split 60/40 and Flair’s 
rear bench slides 150mm as 
standard and £350 buys the family 
pack - fold-flat front passenger seat 
for 2.4m loads, front arm rest, active 
safety brake, forward collision alert, 


Citroen A3 Aircross 

Price: from £ 13,995 

Engine tested: 1,199cc, 

llObhp, three-cylinder 
turbo petrol with five-speed 
manual gearbox 
Performance: 0-62mph 11.3 

seconds; top speed 115mph 
MPG: 56.5 combined 

C02 emissions: 115g/km 


auto high beam assist and driver 
attention alert. On Feel it’s £490 but 
includes sliding rear seats. Six- 
footers in the back have lots of 
legroom and there’s still a 410-litre, 
two-tier boot - 520 with rear seats 
slid forward,1,289 with the backs 
flat. The C3 Aircross brings Citroen’s 
distinctive charm to the compact 
SUV market - delve into the person¬ 
alisation options and it will really get 
noticed in this increasingly competi¬ 
tive market. 



The All-New Kia Stonic 

Our Urban Crossover 


TWO ircT 

TONED I “ I 

ROOF DRIVE 


CARE-3 

PACKAGES' 


MAIDSTONE H Maidstone Kia 

MOTOR GROUP 675 London Road • Ditton • Aylesford • Kent • ME20 6DF 

01732 878950 • dealers.kia.co.uk/maidstonekia 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg (1/100km) forthe All-New Kia Stonic range: Urban 40.4 (7.0) -57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban 61,4(4.6)-74.3 (3.8), Combined 51,4(5.5)-67.3 (4.2) C02 emissions 125-109g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown All-New Kia Stonic 'First Edition' 1.0 T-GDi 118bhp 6-speed manual ISG at £20,240 including premium zest yellow with black roof 
paint at £545. All-New Kia Stonic available from £16,295. Specification varies across the range and is subject to change without notice. Offer available on purchase of an All-New Kia Stonic in the United Kingdom between 01.10.2017 - 31.12.2017. 
Private customer registrations only, excluding Personal Contract Hire. Please visit kia.com/uk or contact your Kia Dealer for full details and exclusions. T&Cs apply. Subject to status. 18s or over. Guarantee may be required. Kia Finance RH2 9AQ. 
7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. *Care-3 is the Kia servicing package that covers recommended manufacturers servicing. 

Maidstone Motor Group Ltd trading as Maidstone Kia are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may 
receive a commission from them for the introduction. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Medical Secretary (Margate) 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary - Dependent on experience 

Closing Date - 22 November 2017 Interview Date - 28 November 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English (GCSE or equivalent) grade C or above 

• Audio Typist Qualification 

• Minimum 2 years’ experience working in a medical environment 

• Minimum 2 years’ experience in an audio typist role or similar 

• Excellent working knowledge of Word/Excel/Outlook 

• Ability to travel between sites 

Please note the interview will include a typing test 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Kerry Goulding, Senior Medical Secretary on 01843 234247 

Reception and Administration Team Leader (Ashford) 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week over a 7 day working rota Salary - £18,500 to £20,000 per annum 

Closing Date -19 November 2017 Interview Date - 30 November 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or equivalent) grade C or above 

• 2+ years’ experience in a medical administration environment9 

• Supervisory/team management experience 

• Excellent IT Skills including use of Email, Internet and Microsoft Applications 

• Organised and methodical 

• Excellent customer service skills 

Please note the interview will include a basic PC and aptitude test. 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Gemma Preston, Business Office Manager on 01304 222682 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Previous applicants need not apply 

Alternatively, please contact Daisy Bannister, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 

Spencer i j w 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 
Doves 

Funeral Directors 


Serving your local community since 1985 

Ashford 

01233 884631 

54-56 Kingsnorth Road, Kent TN23 6HT 

Call us for advice and support 
24 hours a day 

Prepaid funeral plans available 


1 1 dovesfunerals.co.uk @ 


highways 

england 


THE M20 MOTORWAY AND THE A20 TRUNK ROAD 
ROUNDHILL TUNNELS 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

Notice is hereby given that the Highways England 
Company Limited(a) intends to make an Order on 
the M20 Motorway and the A20 Trunk Road, near 
Folkestone in the County of Kent, under Section 14(1)(a) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 because works 
are proposed to be executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order would be - 

(a) to authorise the overnight closure of - 

(i) both carriageways of the A20 between M20 
Junction 13 (A20/A259) and White Horse Hill 
Interchange (A260); 

(ii) the entry slip road leading to the eastbound 
carriageway of the A20 at M20 Junction 13 
(A20/A259); and 

(iii) the entry slip road leading to the westbound 
carriageway of the A20 at White Horse Hill 
Interchange (A260); 

(b) to impose an overnight temporary mandatory 

50mph speed restriction on - 

(i) the eastbound carriageway of the M20 
between a point 700 metres east of the eastern 
overbridge at M20 Junction 12 (B2064) and 
M20 Junction 13 (A20/A259); 

(ii) the westbound carriageway of the A20 between a 
point 300 metres east of Church Hill underbridge 
and White Horse Hill Interchange (A260); 

(iii) the exit slip road leading from the eastbound 
carriageway of the M20 at Junction 13 
(A20/A259); and 

(iv) the exit slip road leading from the westbound 
carriageway of the A20 at White Horse Hill 
Interchange (A260). 

These measures would be in the interests of 
road safety while contractors undertake routine 
maintenance work in Roundhill Tunnels. 

It is expected that the work would last for a 
maximum of 5 weekday nights every 3 months 
between 20:00 and 06:00 (maximum period). 

The Order would come into force on 7 December 2017 
and have a maximum duration of twelve months. 
During the closures outlined in (a) above, traffic 
would be diverted using the A259 and the A260. 

The road closures, diversion routes and temporary 
mandatory speed restriction would be clearly indicated 
by traffic signs throughout the works periods. 

M Taylor, an official of Highways England 

Company Limited 

Ref: HA/A20/35/3/1504 

(a) Highways England Company Limited, 

(Company No. 9346363). Registered Office: Bridge 
House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, GUI 4LZ. 
A company registered in England and Wales. 

For enquiries, please contact the Customer Contact 
Centre on 0300 123 5000 or info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
https://www.highways.gov.uk 
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Sport 

Stones in stadium 
row with council 

Town hall refuses sale of land the club wanted to purchase 


Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 



MAIDSTONE United have accused 
the borough council of “not under¬ 
standing or appreciating” what the 
football club means to the town after 
refusing to sell it a narrow strip of 
scrub land, potentially scuppering 
plans to expand its home ground. 

The strip, which is just two metres 
wide, is landlocked between the Gal¬ 
lagher Stadium and a path leading to 
Whatman Park and formed part of a 
project to increase the capacity up to 
the 5,000 required by the Football 
League. 

The Stones are currently flying 
high in fifth position in the National 
League but would be denied promo¬ 
tion to the money-spinning fourth 
tier were they unable to increase ca¬ 
pacity at the stadium. 

Much to the club’s anger, the town 
hall decided last week it would only 
offer a lease agreement, wanting to 
retain control of the land for its own 
“strategic” purposes. 

Club co-owner Terry Casey said: 
“This [decision] is a big disappoint¬ 
ment as we have been in discussion 
and negotiation with the council for 
almost a year. 

“It means we will have to produce 
yet more drawings and calculations 
and it may jeopardise our application 
to be allowed to compete in the play¬ 
offs and ultimately to be eligible to 
join the Football League. 

“We don’t feel that this is a fair and 
reasonable position for the club to be 
put into. It is deeply disappointing in 
terms of trust and support that the of¬ 


ficers said they disagreed with our 
arguments. 

“Regrettably it appears, yet again, 
that Maidstone Borough Council 
does not understand or appreciate 
what Maidstone United Football Club 
means to the town.” 

David Pickett, chairman of the 
council’s heritage, culture and lei¬ 
sure committee, said in response: 


“We are supportive of Maidstone 
United’s expansion plans however 
there is nothing in the council’s pro¬ 
posed course of action that prevents 
the club from pursuing further devel¬ 
opment. 

“The council has a disposal of land 
policy to protect its assets and the se¬ 
curity of land and we are following 
this policy.” 


Buckmore Park to cease competitive racing 


Motorsport 


RISING costs and a decline in 
membership at a famous track in 
Kent will see it cease competitive 
racing from next year. 

Buckmore Park in Chatham 
announced owner driver champion¬ 
ship racing will end following the 
completion of the 2017 race season 
in December, with attention then 
shifting entirely towards leisure and 
corporate karting. 

However, bosses say the site, 
bought by Formula One world 
champion John Surtees in 2015, will 
maintain Motor Sports Association 
circuit status so that MSA racing can 
continue with other promoters. 

A spokesperson said: “Over the 
past few years we have invested 



ACTION: Photo by Simon Burchett 


heavily in the circuit to continue to 
keep Buckmore’s reputation as the 
best kart circuit in the UK. 

“Every year we welcome over 


60,000 visitors to our circuit making 
us one of the south east’s most 
popular leisure attractions. 

“In order to maintain our high 
standards we have decided to cease 
our owner driver championship. 
Buckmore Park Kart Circuit operates 
at a loss and relies on funding from 
our leisure kart business. 

“As costs have increased and 
membership of the kart club has 
declined it has now become unten¬ 
able to continue it. 

“This decision has not been taken 
lightly. Karting clubs across the UK 
have seen a decline in traditional 
MSA owner-driver racing, which has 
led other karting tracks to cease their 
owner driver championships.” 

Current FI stars Lewis Hamilton 
and Jenson Button both practiced on 
the circuit as youngsters. 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT iJlIO X IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Blake commits future 
to Kent with new deal 


KENT batsman Alex Blake has committed 
his future to the club by signing a contract 
extension - a decade on from his profes¬ 
sional debut. 

The 28-year-old Kent Cricket Academy 
graduate earned his county cap in 2017, 
almost ten years since he made his maiden 
appearance in a one-day match against 
Surrey at Canterbury. 

The Beckenham batsman said: As a 
local lad, I love representing my home 
county having been part of the set up here 
since I was nine. 

“I feel I’ve got a lot to offer the team 
across all three formats of the game - next 
summer couldn’t come soon enough and I 
can’t wait to be a part of a team trying to 
push for domestic honours. 

“I look forward to joining back up with 
the squad to start our preparation for next 
season.” 

Chairman of cricket Graham Johnson 
added: “We’re delighted he has committed 
his future to the club as we believe he is a 
batsman capable of contributing in all 
formats.” 



BATSMAN: Alex Blake 



CHAMPION: Tunbridge Wells’ Will Bayley 


Bayley in desperate 
plea for sponsorship 


KENT’S Paralympic and world 
champion Will Bayley has made a 
desperate plea for sponsorship to 
ensure he can compete at the 2020 
Games in Tokyo. 

The table tennis star, who won 
gold in Rio last year, revealed in a 
post on social media his sponsor for 
the last eight years could no longer 
provide crucial backing. 

Bayley, from Tunbridge Wells, is 


one of a number of sporting talents 
to benefit from some funding from 
Kent County Council, but the 
29-year-old fears far more is needed 
for him to be able to defend his title in 
Japan. 

He said: “Please help me, I’m 
looking for sponsors to support me in 
getting to Tokyo and winning. I 
deserve it. I’m working so hard every 
day.” 


FA Cup 2nd round draw made 


KENT’S last two representatives in 
the FA Cup have both been handed 
ties against Football League sides. 

Gillingham’s reward for a 2-1 
victory over Leyton Orient in the first 
round on Saturday is a home draw 
against Carlisle United, while 
Maidstone United - 4-2 victors over 
Cheltenham Town - travel to League 
One side MK Dons. 


Bromley, Dartford and Ebbsfleet 
United were all comfortably beaten 
and knocked out of the competition 
over the weekend. 

The ties will be played on the 
weekend of December 2/3 with a 
place in the third round - and a 
potential money-spinning meeting 
with a Premier League giant - await¬ 
ing the winners. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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With David Ribi (Channel 5’s Milkshake) 


SPONSORED BY: 


CANTERBURY 


THE 
MARLOWE 

THEATRE 


Written and directed by Paul Hendy 

FRI 24 NOV - SljlN 14 JAN 

marlowetheatre.com tbkgfee) 01227 787787 ( bkg fee) 


Lipscomb 0 

Whitefriars 
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